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ct, 3 ?For editorial and miscellaneous articles—see | claims, since my letter of the 22d of April last. The 
70 page 185. disposition of the government of the United States 
a == | never to abandon the just rights of her citizens, and, 
3 [NEGOTIATIONS WITH FRANCE—CONTINUED. | at the same time, to pay évery due regard to the un- 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Gallatin, No. 31, detailing | favorable circumstances under which France has been 
the substance of a conversation with the duke de Riche-| placed, is sufficiently known to your excellency. It 
liew, to the secretary of state, dated is, however, notorious, that negotiations are now car- 
he Paris, 12th July, 1817. | ried on, for the amicable liquidation of all the pri- 
“He, (the duke de Richelieu), then said, that he | vate claims of the subjects of European powers against 
“o wished it to be clearly understood, that the postpone-| France; and it is generally believed that the negotia~ 
: . ment of our claims for spoliations, was not a rejec- | tions are on the eve of being terminated, and that the 
val tion; that a portion of them was considered as found-|sum to be paid on that account will be definitively 
a ed injustice; that he was not authorized to commit| settled. The magnitude of those claims, and the un- 
oy bis guaesty’s government by any positive promise; | certain result of the liquidations contemplated by the 
» was their intention to make an arrange-| former conventions with the allied powers, had been 
ng <mentter the discharge of our just demands, as soon | alleged, in April last, as reasons which rendered it 
a as they were extricated from their present embar-| necessary to postpone, at that time, the considere- 
= rassments. He still persisted, however, in his former} tion of American reclamations. It has, therefore, 
ground, that they could not, at present, recognize the | become my duty to bring these once more to your 
wf debt, or adjust its amount.” excellency’s recollection. 
ix —_ It is not my intention to renew, at this moment, the 
ht Extract of a letter from the same, No. 55, to Mr. Adams,)| discussion of the justice of our demands. In this 
of secretary of state, dated stage of the business, I could only refer to the facts 
* Paris, 2d January, 1818. | and observations, contained in former notes, which 
™ “Fifteen millions are spoken of, which, with the| still remain unanswered. But I must say, that fur- 
oh five millions already paid, and the three allotted to| ther delays in the adjustment of American claims, 
3 British subjects, will make an aggregate of 460 mil-| when those of the subjects of other nations are set- 
a lions, in five per cent. stock, paid by France for Eu-| tled, could not be viewed favorable by the govern- 
it ropean private claims. Ours, in the meanwhile, re- | ment of the United States; whilst, on the other hand, 
d main in the same situation; and I wait for an answer /| a simultaneous and definitive arrangement of all fo- 
tomy despatch, No. 27, (of the 23d of April last), be-| reign demands arising from the injustice of the for- 
rd fore take any new steps on the subject.” mer government of France, seems most consistent 
4, — with sound policy, and could not fail to have a benefi- 
“" Extract of a letter from the same, No. 67, to the same, dated! cial effect on public credit. 
“ Oe ie Paris, 27th April, 1818. Whatever course may be pursued, I feel satisfied 
i “Thad, in my letter of the 2d of January last, men-| that the result of the late negotiations with the Eu- 
h tioned, that I would wait for an answer from your de-| ropean powers will not be considered or announced 
| d partment to my despatch of the 23d April, 1817, be-/} by his majesty’s government as a total liberation of 
; fore I took any new steps on the subject of our own| all the foreign claims of individuals: for, however 
“d claims: and I had no expectation that a new applica-| unsuccessful my endeavors may heretofore have been, 
f tion would, at this moment, prove successful. Yet, it) I have uniformly ascribed that result to the untoward 
appeared that, to remain altogether silent, at the mo-| situation of France; and I know that my government 
“ ment when an arrangement for the claims of the sub-| has never ceased to place a firm reliance on the spirit 
a jects of every other nation was on the eve of being] of justice and good faith which animates his majesty’s 
. concluded, might, in some degree, be injurious to the} councils. ' 
in rights of our citizens. It was also apprehended, that,|_ _{ request your excellency to accept the assurance 
to in their public communications, the ministers of the| of the distinguished consideration which I have the 
, king, wishing to render the new convention as pala-| honor to be, your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
table as possible, might announce to the nation, in ge- ALBERT GALLATIN. 
J neral terms, that all the forcign claims of individuals -amgr : 
M were now satisfied. These considerations induced Duke de Richelieu to Mr. Gallatin. 
. me to address to the duke de Richelieu the note of [TRANSLATION. ] ° 
, the 3d inst. of which I have the honor to enclose a Paris, 7th <Ipril, 1818. 
. copy, as well as of that by which he acknowledged the} Sir: You have doneme the hovor to address to me, 
‘ receipt of mine. You will perceive that, in his com-| on the 3d of this month, some vew observations on 
f munication to the chambers; (which has been insert-| the American claims, which 1 shall take eare to lay 
3 ed, correctly, in no other newspaper than the Moni-| before his majesty. 
‘ teur), that he has expressed himself in the following| Accept, sir, the assurances of the high considera- 
‘ terms: ‘France, (by this payment), is liberated, both| tion with which I have the honor to be, your very 
. as to principal and interest, from all the debts con-| humble and obedient servant, RICHELIEU. 
. tracted towards the subjects of the other European oe 
powers, prior to the 20th November, 1815.’ The| Extracts of a letter from the secretary of state to Mr. Gal 
consideration of our claims is not, therefore, barred latin, dated 


Department of state, Washington, 31st Dec. 1818. 
“No communication from you, since your retur 
ase to France, has yet been received; but it is hoped tha 
Mr. Gallatin tothe duke de Richeliew. | sinee the foreign troops have been withdrawn from 
Paris, 3d April, 1818. , | that country, and an adjustment has been matic by 
Monsieur le Duc: I have not had the honor to ad-| the French government of the claus of the susje sts 
as" ge eee on the subject of American! of Furopean powers, there Wes F OCF and ditp sa 
Ol, 2A il.—— il ; 


by any thing which has taken place; but there is not 
yet any disposition to take up the subject.” 
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tion to make asuitauble provision for those of citizens 
of the United States.” 

“Meanwhile, you have herewith enclosed, a copy 
of a statement made to this department, of aclaim of 
Archibald Gracie and sons, which appears to stand 
upon grounds so peculiar and unexceptionable, that 
we cannot but hope the French government will give 
immediate satisfaction upon it, without waiting for 
the discussion or delay which may be thought neces- 
sary for others, ang without prejudice or disparage- 
ment to them.” 

“Ur. Gallatin to the marquis Dessolle, minister of foreign 
affairs. 
Paris, 11th February, 1819. 

Monsieur le Marquis: 1 have the honor to transmit 
to your excellency a memorial, addressed by Mr. 
Parish, a citizen of the United States, to his excel- 
lency the minister of finance, on the subject of a 
claim which, it appears, has been laid before that de- 
partment. 

Having been confined for the last three weeks by 
indisposition, I have been prevented from asking an 
interview of your exceilency, with which 1 was de- 
sirous of being favored before I presented to you this 
memoriai, and renewed my application for the settle- 
ment of the American claims in general. But, hav- 
ing recently received very special orders from my 
government, accompanied by aparticular recommen- 


dation of Mr. Parish’s claim,! amno longer at liberty | 


to defer the discussion of this interesting concern. 

I have, therefore, to request your excellency to 
have the goodness to examine the official notes which 
i had the honor to address to the duke of Richelieu 
upon the subject of these claims, and to which I have 
yet received no answer. [| shall not nowenlarge upon 
the view presented in my note of the Sth November, 
1816. By that of the 22d of April, 1817, it will be 
seen, that the negotiations on that subject were sus- 
pended, solely in consideration of the trying situation 
in Which France was then placed, and especially, of 
the embarrassments of the administration by the 
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application, as it regards them. I have to obserye 
that, although the claims of both these houses are 
perfectly similar to each other, that of Mr. Parish js 
the only one which appears to have been taken inty 
| consideration by the department of iinance. 

In the hope that my health may soon permit me to 
conter personally with your excellency, 1 have the 
honor to be, &c. &e. ALBERT GALLATIN, 


- 


Exiracts of a letter from Mr. Gallatin to the seeretary o; 
stale, dated 


Paris, July 3d, 1819. 

| “I transmitted, in my despatch No. 100, the copy of 
the letter which I had addresed to marquis Dessolle. 
/on the 11th of February last, on the subject of Ame- 
rican claims in general, and more particularly of tha: 
of Messrs. Gracie and Parish. 

‘‘On the 23d of March, in transmitting to the same 

minister a letter from Mr. Hyde de Neuville, in behal: 
of Mr. Gracic, I reminded him of my preceding note. 
and requested that a report which the director genc- 
ral of the Douanes was shortly to make on the claim 
might be communicated to me before the minister oj 
finances should decide upon it. This was more im- 
portant, as the director was known to be decidelly — 
| hostile to the claim, and to the restitution of any swn 
‘Which had, in any shape, found its way to the public 
{ treasury. 
‘*My request was not complied with; but Mr. Paris), 
| still thought that the affair had taken a favorabl: 
}turn, and, not expecting an immediate decision, left 
| this city for Antwerp, and went thence on some busi- 
‘ness to England. From this last country he wrote to 
/ me a few days ago, and iransmitted the enclosed copy 
lof a letter addresed to him by the minister of finan- 
| ces, and by which he is informed that his claim is 
| inadmissible. 

“The minister’s lctier is not Jess incorrect as to 
|facts than weak in argument. The order to sell and 
| to pay into the treasury the proceeds of the sales of 
sequestered property is not, and was not, by the then 





| 


enormous and unexpected mass of claims brought | existing government, cansidered as a condemnation. 
forward by the subjects of allied powers. These ob- | When the vessels in question arrived at Antwerp, the 
stacles are now happily removed; every demand of | only penalty to which they were liable, for having 
all the European powers and their subjects has been | touched in England, was to be refused admission, and 
amicably adjusted and settled. The rights, so legiti- | the only question was, whether this exclusion should 
mate, of the citizens of the United States, alone re- | be enforced, or whether the consignees should be per- 
mainfunsatisfied. My government, preserving an un- | mitted to sell the cargoes. It was not at all, by givinga 
shaken confidence ia his majesty, cannot doubt that | retrospective effect to the Milan decree, that the car- 
the time has at length arrived when ample justice | goes were sold. The sale took place about the same 
will be rendered to its claims. time that the property seized at St. Sebastian was 
With respect to that of Mr. Parish, it may be re-|sold. It was done by virtue of an order from govern- 
marked that it is very simple, and is susceptible of | ment, distinct from the Rambouillet decree, and for 
being adjusted without waiting the result of, or in| which no motive was assigned. I have requested 
the least interfering with, a general settlement. In fact, | Mr. Parish’s jawyer to procure copies of the order of 
the cargoes in question were never condemned, but | sale, and of that by which the money was paid into 
were only sold for the joint benefit of all, and the the public treasury, instead of the caisse d’amortisse- 
proceeds deposited, provisionally, in the sinking fund. | meni; for, although the substance of the orders is 
{tis further important to remark, that, by an order | known, the text has not been communicated. 
of the French government, permission was granted to} ‘But, however easy it might be to answer the mi 
ihe consignees of cargoes sequesiered at that period, | nister’s letter, there would be some inconvenience in 





at Antwerp, to take possession and dispose of them, 
on their giving an obligation to become responsible 


forthe amount, to the public treasury, in the event of | 


a decision pronouncing their confiscation. The 
kouse of Mr. Ridgway, consul of the United States, 


pursuing that course, or in prosecuting further Mr. 
'Parish’s claim, distinct from others of the same na- 
ture.” 

“The decision of the minister of finances, founded 
on the assumed principle that no redress remains 





together with that of Mr. Parish, refused their asscnt | when the money has been paid into the treasury and 
‘0 a condition which implied an admission of the le- | been expended, would apply with equal force to 4! 
cality ofthe seizure. The European consignees, with |the American claims. If it becomes necessary 0 
whom this consideration had no weight, received and | combat seriously tliat doctrine, it will be better to do 
sold their goods: and their obligations were sub- | it generally, and in a direct correspondence with the 
requenily returned to them. Thus, by refunding to | minister of foreign affairs, than by answering a letter 
“ae houses of Ridgway and Parish the proceeds of | which is not addresed to me, and applying my argit 
titbkareocs consigned to them, the decision, which | ments to a single case.” 

was Fefually carried into effeet in the case of all} “In the present state of things I will try, until Tam 





othe, similarly situated, will only receive its due ! positively instructed, to kcep the negotiation alive, bt 
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Eve, without urging a decision, unless I can ascertain that; dividual losses by an augmentation of the public bur. 
- ¥ a favorable result will be thus obtained.” thens. | . 
a. ibis inte an r : With the expression of my regrets, be pleased, sir, 
1X0 The minister of finance to Nir. Purisi:. to accept the assurance of my perfect consideration. 
me to [ TRANSLATION. | The minister of finance, and secretary of state, 
e the Paris, 22d May, 1819. BARON LOUIS. 
a Sm—You have applied, in behalf of Mr. Archibald ~ 
Gracie, of New York, for the restitution of the value No. 140... eit 
ary 0; ef the cargoes of three American ships, the Perseve- “se Paris, March 18th, 1820, 
? rance, the Hiram, and the Mary, sequestered by the| , _'** I had, on the 9th of June, 1818, addressed @ 
, imperial government in 1807, and the proceeds of | etter to the duke de Richelieu, in relation to the 
> which were afterwards confiscated by it. American vessels “Dolly” and “Telegraph,” burnt at 
PY oF Having had a detailed statement Igid before me, of | 8©2 by two French frigates, in the latter end of the 
‘solle, the circumstances connected with this transaction, | ¥&2° 4811. Mr. Lagrange, the lawyer of the owners, 
Ame- fhe documents exhibited established the following | CO™Municated to me, a short time ago, the decision of 
f that facts. the council of state in that case, a copy of which, as 
: By a decree, issucd at Berlin, 21st November, 1806, | Vell as of my letter to the duke de Richelieu, is here 
nome the British islands were placed in a state of block-| With enclosed. You will thereby perceive that thé 
yehalt ade. By articles 7 and § of this decree, every vessel application for indemnity has been rejected, princi« 
note, coming directly from England or from the Englisa | P!ly on the ground that the French captains must 
wal oolonies, or having been there since the publication| ave been ignorant of the revocation of the Berlin 
Joim of the said decree, was refused admission into any and Milan decrees, since the decree of the 28th of 
Sex Of port; and every vessel attempting to contravene that | APTil, 1811, was not published till the 8th of May, 
ae clause, by means of a false declaration, was, together | !8!?- Pe aE at 
idelly with the cargo, subject to seizure and confiscation, | _!t appeared to me essential, not only to remonstrate 
ert as if they were English property. It was while these | 282inst this flagrant injustice, but also to refute at 
ublic kegislative measures were in force, that the three large the doctrine thus attempted to be established, 
a. ships in question arrived at Antwerp, to your address. | 2 Violation of the solemn engagement of the French 
aris), They had put into England; a circumstance, which | $°Vermment. The effect the decision might have on 
rable was, however, not considered by the custom house as} Ur claims in general, and the ground which had 
», left an irremissible cause of confiscation, there being rea-| been uniformly assumed by the government of the 
busi- son to presume that it was through stress of weather. | United States, in its discussions with that of Great 
ate to In the interval of time previous to the decision | Britain, and in all the public reports made on that 
copy which was to be made by the chief of the state, a pro-| SUbject, are considerations too obvious to require 
inan- posal was made to you, to dispose, conditionally, of| 2Y comment on my part. I have the honor to en- 
:im is the cargoes of these vessels, on your engaging to re- close a copy of the letter which I have addressed to 
a find the proceeds, in the event of their final confis- Mr. ring 9 ~ the coset with with great 
as to cation. You refused your assent to this offer, and, | T°SPect Sir, your obedi , 
Ih and at a subsequent period, claimed its execution ; but ; ALBERT GALLATIN. 
ies ol things had then ehanged, the legislative measures hav-| Ze hon. John Quiney Adams, - * 
then ing become more rigorous. Secretary of state, Washington.’ J 
ation. By a decree of 23d November, 1807, it was declar- — b 
p, the ad: Paris, June 9th, 1818. 
aving Art. 1. “That all vessels which, after touching in| Monsieur la Duc: I had heretofore abstained fromc- 
1, and Tngland, from any cause whatsoever, shail enter the | addressing your excellency on the subject of special’: 
hould portsof France, shall be seized and confiscated,| American claims for spoliatiois committed on our | 
> per- together with their cargoes, without exception or} commerce by the French authorities. A general de» 
ving’ distinction of goods and merchandise.” __ cision had appeared, and still seems to be, the most 
> Car- By a retrospective effect, which I am certainly | eligible mode of coming to a satisfactory arrangement, 
same very far from wishing te justify, but to which it is} Being, however, informed, that some cases are still 
)} was proper to advert, because it forms one of the striking} pending before the council of state, it becomes my 
veri- reatures of the case, this decree of 23d November, | duty to depart, in these instances, from thre line of 
id for was enforced as to these three vessels. It was in-{ conduct I had adopted. 
jested effectually {that the director general of the customs} I have, therefore, the honor to transmit to your ex- 
Jer Oo! represented to the head of the government, that the | cellency a memoir, addressed to the king in council, 
I mito English had no interest whatever in these three ves-| in behalf of the owners of the ships and cargoes of 
rlisse- sels, and that they were solely and bona fide Ameri-| the American vessels Dolly and Telegraph, burnt at 
ors 18 can property; an immediate sale of their cargoes hav- | sea in November and December, 1811, by the French 
ing been ordered by the supreme authority on the 4th | frigates la Meduse and la Nymphe. 
e mi- of May, 1810. This order was carried into execution! It is certainly preposterous to suppose that his 
ce 10 on the 15th of June following, and the proceeds, at} majesty’s council will, at this time, condemn Ameri- 
r Mr. first deposited in the sinking fund, were subsequently | can vessels for any presumed contravention of the 
€ na- withdrawn, in conformity, also, with the same supe-| iniquitous decrees of Berlin and Milan. But a cis- 
tior orders, and placed in the public treasury, as hay- | cussion of that point is not cven necessary in these 
inded ing definitively become the property of the state. I| cases. Itis evident thatthose vessels were destriv-vyed 
nalns admit with you, sir, the iniquity of these measures; | several months, at least, after the solemn revocation 
y and and with you I deplore their effects; but to repair | of those decrees, so far as respected the United States. 
to - them is not within the compass of my power. If the | Iv is equally evident that neither the presumed fact 
y » cargoes in question still existed in the custom house | that the captors were ignorant of that revocation, nor 
nee Store, they should be immediately restored to you;|the omission of formalities, to.use no stronger lan- 
h the but they were sold, and their proceeds no longer ex- | guage, om their part, can be plead against the Ame- 
etter ist. The whole-transaction was terminated, irrevo-| rican owners. It seems unnecessary, in a ease so 
orgie cably terminated, four years prior to the restoration, | plain, to enforce those arguments, or to anticipate 
and it is not within the power of his majesty’s gov-| objections. Jn simply recommending it to your ex- 
— crnment to revive an obsolete claim, to renew a dis-/ ceilency’s attention, 1 feel-a perfect confidence that 
yo Tusston én rights whieh areextincly or to repair in-| the parties will obtain from fis majesty’s council, tliat 
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decision in their favor, which has been too jong pro- 
tracted, and to which they are so justly entitled. 
“J pray your excellency to accept, &c. 
i ad . ALBERT GALLATIN. 
His excellency the duke de Richelieu, 


minister of foreign affairs, &§c. &c. 


[TRANSLATION. ] 
COUNCIL OF STATE. 
Extract from the register of deliberations, session 23d 
December, 1819. 4 

Louis, by the grace of God, king of France and Na- 

varre, upon the report of the board of questions: 

Having seen the petition presented to us in the 
name of the proprietors and owners of the American 
ships, the Dolly and the Telegraph, captured on the 
29th November and 6th December, 1811,\ by the 
French frigates the Meduse and the Nynphe, and burnt 
at sea, by the orders of Mr. Raoul, captain of the 
frizate Meduse, and commander of said division, the 
said petition being registered at the secrétary’s gene- 
ral’s office of our council of state, the 11th June, 
18)8, and that it would be our pleasure, 

Ist. To declare the said captures null and illegal; 

2d. To ordain that the proprietors of said ships, 
and of their lading, sheuld be indemnified for the 
losses which the burning them has occasioned: 

3d. To remit them to the legal tribunal for the 
liquidation of said indemnities, under the reservation 
of all means and exceptions; especially to proceed 
and conclude, as shal} be proper, against the authors 
or accomplices of the abstractions which they pretend 
to have been committed on board of the two ships, 
and generally under all the reservations of right; 

Having seen the proces-verbal of the capture, and 
of the burning of the American ships Dolly and Teie- 
graph, which occurred at sea on the 29th November 
and the 6th December, 181}, signed by the captain, 
lieutenant, ensigns de Vaissceau,(second lieutenants), 


. and purser, (agent comptable), composing the crew 


of the frigate la Meduse. , 

Having seen the acts of protest and declaration 
made before the council of the United States at 
L’Orient, to wit, by Mr. Stephen Bayard, captain of 
‘he ship Telegraph, on the 1tth January, 1812, and 
Jy Mr. William Friat, passenger on board the Dolly, 
and calling himself proprietor of divers merchandise 
embarked on board of said vessel, dated the 29th 
December, 1811: : 

Having seen the bills of lading and affidavits annex- 
ed to these declarations: 

Having seen the conclusions, dated 31st October, 

1814, of the attorney general, before the council of 
prizes, toavhom these claims had been submitted: 
- Having seen the decision made by this council, on 
the same, 31st October, 1814,by which it was ordained 
that, before a decree, the persons composing the 
crews of the frigates la Meduse and la Nymphe, should 
be interrogated upon the different circumstances of 
said captures. 

Having seen the proces-verbal of the interroga- 
tories undergone, on the, 13th January, 1815, by Mr. 
Raoul, captain of the frigate la Meduse, and Mr. Crom, 
at that time boatswain’s mate in the same frigate, 
from which it results, that these captures and burn- 
ings took place in consequence of their instructions, 
which prescribed to them the execution of the Berlin 
and Milan decrees; é 

Having seen the decrees dated, that of Berlin on 
the 2Ist November, 1806, and that of Milan on the 
23d November and 17th December, 1807; 

Considering that it is evident that the ship, the 
Dolly, laden with merchandise for Havana, sailed 
from Liverpol, a port of the English dominion, and 
that the ship, the Telegraph, laden with flour at Phila- 
delphia, was destined for Lisbon, at that time occupi- 
ed by the English troops; amd that, since that time, 
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these vessels sailed in contravention of the Berlin 
and Milan decrees: 

Considering that the first public notification which 
was given of the revocation of said decrets, with re- 
spect to the Americans, took place only by the notes 
inserted in the Moniteur, of the 8th of May, 1819, 
several months after the capture of said vessel, and 
that, from that time, the captains of the la Meduse 
and la Nymphe could not know it; and that it even 
appears, according to the note dated 12th March; 
1812, imputed by the petitioners to the minister ple- 
nipotentiary of the United States, that, at that time, 
the minister himself did not know it: 

Having heard our council of state, we have ordain 
ed and do ordain as follows: 

Art. 1. The petition of the proprietors and owners 
of the ships Telegraph and Dolly is rejected, without 
prejudging any thing of the reservations inserted in 
their conclusions. 1 

Art. 2.-Our keeper of the seals, minister secretary 
of state of the department of justice, and our minister 
secretary of state of the department of the marine 
and of the colonies, are charged each in what con- 
cerns him, with the execution of the present ordi- 
nance. 

Approved, the 29th December, 1819. LOUIS. 

By the king, the keeper of the seals, minister of 
justice, H. DE SERRE. 

Copy conform to the minute registered at Paris, 
the 6th January, 1820, by Billard, who had received 
29f. 50c. duty included. 

The secretary general of the council of state, 


HOCHET. 


Mr. Gallatin to Baron Pasquier. 
Paris, 15th March, 1820. 
Sin: The American brig “Dolly,” bound from 
Liverpool to Havannah and New Orleans, with a 
valuable cargo, was captured and burnt at sea, on the 
29th Nov. 1811, by the French frigates ““Meduse” and 
“Nymphe.” On the 6th of December following, the 
same frigate also captured and burnt the American 
ship Telegraph,” bound from New York to Lisbon, 
with a cargo consisting principally of flour. Mr. 
Barlow, then minister of the United States at Paris, 
addressed, on the 12th of March, 1812, a strong re- 
monstrance on the subject to the duke of Bassano, 
then minister of exterior relations. The death of the 
American consul], with whom the captains of the ves- 
sels destroyed, had left their powers, and the inter- 
ruption in the communications, oceasioned by the 
war which took place in 1812, between the United 
States and Great Britain, created a delay in the regu- 
lar application of the parties, and prevented an im- 
mediate decision. The affair in the meanwhile took 
the usual course, and was transferred, in 1815, from 
the council of prizes to a committee of the council 
of state. On the application of ‘the parties, I had the 
honor, on the 9th of June, 1818, to transmit their 
memoire to his excellency the duke de Richelieu, and 
added such short observations as the case seemed te 
require. : 
It was with equal astonishment and regret, that I 
received, a few days ago, the information that the 
application of the parties for indemnity; had been 
rejected by a decision of the council of state of the 
23d of December, 1819, on the following ground. 
“Considerant qu’il est constant que le navire le 
Dolly charge de marchandises a la destination de Ja 
Ifavane, sortoit de Liverpool, port de la domination 
Anglaise, et que, le navire le Telegraphe, charge de 
farine a Philadelphie, etoit destime pour Lisbonne, 
occupe a cette epoque per les troupes Anglaises; et 
que, des lors, ces batimens naviguoient en contraven- 
tion aux decrets de Berlin et de Milan: 
‘“‘Considerant que la premiere notification publique 
qui ait ete donnee du decrete de revocation des dits 
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decrets al’egard ces Americains n’a eu lieu que par 
les notes inserer cans le Moniteur du huit Mai, 1812, 
plurieurs mois apres la prise des dits batimens, et 
que, deslors, les capitains de la Meduse et de la 


paroit meme, C’apres Ja note en date du 12 Mars, 
1812, attribuee par les requerans au ministre pleni- 
potentiaire des Etats Unis, qu’a cette epoque lui-me- 
mé ne la connoissoit pas: 

‘‘Notre conseil d’Etate entendu,” &c. 

I mustin the first place enter my most solemn pro- 
test against this decision, so far as it seems to sanc- 
tion the Berlinand Milan decrees. These acts were 
in flagrant violation of the law of nations and of com- 
mon justice. The United States never acquiesced 
in them, and have never ceased to claim the indem- 
nity justly due to American citizens for the injuries 
and losses they suffered by reason of those illegal 
enactments. But itis unnecessary, on this occasion, 
to discuss that question Theowners of the Dolly and 
Telegraph claimed indemnity solely on the ground of 
the previous revocation of the decrees, so far as they 
applied to the American commeree; and it is to that 
point alone that I beg leave to call your cxcellency’s 
attention. 

1am ata loss to understand whether, by the decision 
of the couneil of state, it was intended to assert, that 
the ignorance, on the part of the French captains, of 
the revocation of the decrees, deprives the parties of 
their right to an indemnity, or to suggest that the re- 
vocation was to take effect only from the date of its 
publication in the Moniteur. Both positions are 
equally untenable. 

The council of state scems to have been unac- 
quainted with the circumstances which attended the 
revocation of the decrees, and to have supposed that 
that revocation depended only on a decree of thé 28th 
of April, i811, and to have considered this last de- 
cree, not as the result of a solemn engagement, but 
as a mere municipal law, or at best, as a gratuitous 
concession to the United States. It is difficult, even 
on that supposition, to understand Low they could 
omit altogether to take notice of the clause which 
gives to the decree a retrospective effect. Butit is not 


States found their demand for indemnity. A re- 
capitulation of the facts connected with the revoca- 
tion will place the question on its true ground. Per- 
mit me first to take notice of an error in the statement 
of the council. 

This error consists in supposing that the minister 
of the United States, when writing his letter of the 
12th of March, 1812, to the duke of Bassano, was not 
aware of the revocation of the Berlin and Milan de- 
erees. His ignorance in that respect, had it been real, 
would not have affected the rights of the claimants; 
but the supposition, on the part of the council of state, 
that he was unacquainted with it, is an evident proof 
that their own decision is founded in error, and must 
he solely ascribed to the facts not having been pro- 
perly Jaid before them. If, in his letter to the minister 
of external relations, Mr. Barlow did not mention by 
name the revocation of the illegal decrees, it was 
because he considered the burning at sea of two 
American vessels as a wanton outrage, not at all con- 
nected with those decrees, which, indeed, did not 
authorize any such proceeding. It was, perhaps, 
also because the revocation was so well known, 
both to him and to the duke of Bassano, that it had 
hecome unnecessary to refer to it on every occasion. 
That it was thus known, is suflicently proven by all 
ihe correspondence between them, as it stands in 
‘the archives of the department over which your ex- 
eellency presides. It will be sufficient for me to 


quote Mr. Barlow’s letter to the duke of Bassano, of 
the 6th of February, 1812, and written, therefore, 


posed to have been ignorant of the revocation. In 
that letter, (of the 6th of February, 1812), Mr. Barlow 
complains that the brig Belisarius, of New York, was 
about to be confiscated, as liable to the decree of 
Milan, and then says: ‘I know positively that this 
American vessel left New York, the 17th June, 1811, 
seven months after the revocation of the decrees of Milan 
and Berlin!” Heconcludes by ascribing the decision 
to an error of date, by which the year 1810 may have 
been taken for the year 1811, and asking for a re- 
vision of the affair. The duke of Bassano, in his 
answer, dated the 16thof March, 1812, informs Mr. 
Barlow, that the difficulty in that case arose from 
some irregularity in the ship-papers respecting the 
ownership, which was a formal contravention of the; 
rules of navigation generally adopted and established at al 
times; that the vessel and the part of the cargo of which 
the ownership, (pour compte), was proven, would be 
given up, and time allowed to establish the fact that 
the residue of the cargo was American property, con- 
formably to the ancient rules. 

All the facts relative to the revocation of the de- 
crees are, indeed, so perfectly known to the French 
department of foreign affairs, that 1 thought it un- 
necessary, in my letter of the 9thof June, 1818, to 
his*excellency the duke de Richelieu, to say any 
thing more on the subject, but barely to refer to it. 
I had presumed that every explanation on that point 
which the council of state might require, would be of 
course supplied by that department; and the follow- 
ing statement of facts is intended for that body, and 
not for the purpose of giving any new information to 
your excellency. 
Itis well known that the government of the United 
States attempted, by various successive measures, of 
the most moderate and conciliatory nature, to avert 
the injuries inflicted on the commerce of their citi- 
zens, by the unlawful decrees of France and Great 
Britain, to obtain redress for those injuries, and above 
all, to induce both powers to rescind those decrees, 
and to adopt a course consistént with justice, and with 
the acknowledged law of nations. 

An embargo of fifteen months’ duration was suc- 
ceeded by the act of congress, of the Ist of March, 
1809, which prohibited the introduction of British 
and French merchandise in the United States, and 
interdicted their ports to vessels of both nations. 
To this temporary act, which expired on the Ist of 
May, 1810, another was substituted of the same date, 
by which it was enacted, Ist, That the ports of the 
United States should be interdicted to the armed ves- 
sels of France and Great Britain; 2dly, That, if 
either of those two powers should, prier to the 3d of 
March, 1811, revoke its unlawful edicts, (which 
fact the president of the United States should de- 
clare by proclamation), the interdiction thus imposed 
on armed vessels should cease, in relation to such 
power; 3dly, That, if the other nation should not, in 
that case, revoke her unlawful edicts within three 
months thereafter, the restrictions imposed by the 
act of the ist of March, 1809, that is to say, the pro- 
hibition to import mershandise, and the interdiction 
of all vessels, should, at the expiration of three 
months after the proclamation aforesaid, be revived, 
in relation to the nation thus refusing to revoke her 
edicts. 

This last act of congress, of the Ist of May, 1810, 
having been communicated, both to the French and 
to the British government, the duke de Cadore, then 
minister of external relations, addressed, on the 5th 
of August, 1810, a letter to Mr. Armstrong, then mi- 
nister of the United States, at Paris, in which, after 
having commented gn the various acts of congress, 
he ‘says, “In this riew state of things, I am authorized 
to declare to you, that the decrees of Berlin and Mi- 
lan are revoked, and that, after the first of November, 
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that, in consequence of this declaration, the English 
shail revoke their orders in council, and renounce the 
new principles of blockade which they have wish- 
ed to establish, or that the United States, conformably 
to the act yow have just cominunicatcd shall cause their 
rights to be respected by the English.” 7 

The execution of this revocation depended, then, 
on the alternative of two conditions, one of which 
was not under the control of the United States: but, 
the other was only that they should act eonformably 
to what they had already announced to be their de- 
termination. 

fhe president of the United States did, according- 
ly, by his proclamation of the 2d of Novembr, 1810, 
declare, that the decrees of France, in question, had 
been revoked, soas to have ceased to have effect on 
the Ist of that month, and that all'the restrictions 
imposed by the act of congress, of the Ist of May, 
1810, were henceforth to céase in relation to France. 

On the same day, the 2d November, 1810, the se- 
cretary of the treasury department of the U. States, 
transmitted the president’s proclamation to the seve- 
ral collectors of customs, and gave them instruciions 
for the immediate admission of French armed vessels 
in the ports of the United States, and for the exelu- 
sion of all British vessels, and the prohibition of all 
British merchandise, after the 2d of February, 1811, 
that is tosay, three months after the date of the pre- 
sident’s proclamation, in case they, the said collec- 
tors, should not, before that day, be officially notified, 
by the treasury department, that Great Britain had 
revoked her unlawfui edicts. 

Although both those documents were, at the time, 

officially communicated to the French government, 
copies are again herewith enclosed. 
’ Great Britain not having revoked her edicts, the 
interdiction of her vessels and merchandise took 
place accordingly, on the 2d ef February, 18/1. It 
received an additional sanction by the act of congress 
of the 2d of March following, and continued in force 
till the month of June, 1812, when, in addition to that 
measure, Great Britain still persevering in her refu- 
sal, the United States found themselves, at last, oblig- 
ed to declare war against her. 

‘The United States having thus, with perfect good 
faith, fulfilled the engagement contracted by their act 
of the Ist of May, 1810. and on which the execution 
of the revocation of the Berlin and Milan decrees was 
made to depend, it follows, that the right to demand 
the complete execution of that revocation from the 
ist of November, 1810, and an indemnity in every 
case where injuries were sustained subsequent to that 
day, by American citizens, under color of those de- 
erees, is fully established as the result of a positive 
compact, ‘and is altogether independent of any subse- 
quént det-of the French government. That right 
would remain entire, even if that government had 
departed from their engagement, and had attempted 
ta revive the Berlin and Milan decrees with respect 
to the United States. This, however, was not the 
case 
~ On the 25th of December, 1810, two letters were 
addressed, one by the duke of Massa, minister of jus- 
tice, to the président of the council of prizes, the 
pther by the duke of Gaete, minister of finance, to the 
director general of the customs. Both letters recapi- 
tulate the paragraph, already quoted, of the duke of 
Cadore’s letter, of the 5th of August, 1810, to Mr. 
Armstrong, and the substance of the proclamation of 
the president of the United States, and of the circular 
letter of the secretary of their treasury department, 
of the 2d of November, 1810. The director general 
of the customs js accordingly informed that the Berlin 
and Milan decrees must not be applied to any Ame- 
ican vessels that have entered French ports since 
the 1st of November, or may enter in future. By the 
letter: of the grand judge, minister of justice, it is 


ordered that, ‘in consequence of the engagement en- 
tered into by the United States, (the president’s pro- 
clamation, and the circular of the secretary of the 
treasury), all the causes that may be pending in the 
council of prizes of captures of American vessels, 
made after the Ist of November, and those that may, in 
future, be brought before it, shall not be judged according 
to the principles of the decrees of Berlin and Milan, but 
they shall remain suspended; the vessels captured or 
seized, to remain only in a state of sequestration, and 
the rights of the proprietors being reserved for them, 
until the 2d of February next, the period at which, 
the United States having fulfilled the engagement to 
cause their rights to be respected, the said captures 
shall be declared null by the council, and the American 
vessels restored, together with their cargoes, to their 
proprietors.” 

It is notirrelevant to observe, that these two letters 
were immediately made public in France. They ap- 
peared even in a Bordeaux newspaper as early as the 
30th of December. 

Accordingly, as soon as the restrictions on British 
vessels and on British merehgndise, as announced by 
the previous acts of the American government, had 
actually been carried into cflect on the 2d February, 
1811, and an account of it had been received by the 
french government, the American vessels were ad- 
mitted to cntry in the French ports, although they 
might havé been in contraventien to the Berlin and 
Milan decrees; and the vessels which had been cap- 
tured subsequent to the Ist of November, 1810, by 
virtue of those decrees, were released in all cases 
where some other objection, unconnected with those 
decrees, such as the question of ownership in the case 
of the Belisarius, did not occur. 

It was with reference to all these circumstances 
that his excellency, the minister of marine, in a letter 
of the 30th of November, 1518, to the conncil of state, 
stated that the revocation of the Berlin and Milan 
decrees had been definitive?y pronounced only on the 
2d of February, 1811. fis expressions are, “que le 
capitaine Raoul, commandant les deux frigates, parti 
de la riviere de Nantes le 28 Decembre, 1810, n’a pas 
pu avoir connoissance de la revocation des decrets de 
Berlin et de Milan, a Vegarde des Americains, revo- 
cation qui n’a ete definitivement prononcee que le 2 
Fevrier suivant.” Without admitting the correct- 
ness of that statement in all its parts, it is at least 
evident that the minister knew, and that the council 
of state might have seen, by that letter, that there 
was some other act besides, and previous to the de- 
cree of the 28th of April, 1811, by which the revoca- 
tion had been already definitively pronounced. 

The general admission of American vessels to entry 
was announced to Mr. Russell, charge d’affaires of 
the United States, by a letter of the duke of Bassano 
of the 4th May, 1811. To prove that no distinction 
was made with respect ta vessels, in contravention 
to the Berlin and Milan decrees, it will be sufficient, 
in addition to the case of the Belisarius, to mention 
that of the New-Orleans Packet. 

That vessel arrived from Gibraltar, at Bordeaux 
the 3d of December, 1810, and had, besides, been 
boarded by two public British vessels. She was im- 
mediately, for these express causes, seized by the di- 
rector of customs, ‘4s having violated the Milan de- 
cree. On the representation of the American charge 
d’affaires, and in conformity with the letter of the mi- 
nister of finances, of the 25th of December, 1810, 
which has. already been quoted, the vessel and carga 
were restored: to the consignees, on giving bond to 
pay the estimated value, should it definitively be so 
decided. And, according to orders given to that ef- 
fect, the bond was cance}led shortly after the date of 
the duke of Bassano’s letter of the 4th of May, 1811. 

With respect to vessels captured, subsequent to the 
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nt en- the court ef prizes for proof, that nota single one gagement with that of America, that the decrees 
$ pro~ was condemned for a contravention to the Berlin and should have no effect after the Ist of November, 1810, 
of the \iilan decrees. The archives of this legation, though nor from the obligation of indemnifving the Ameri- 
In the necessarily defective in that respect, cnable me to can citizens who may, in contraveniion of that en- 
ssels mention the following vessels, viz: Tivo Brothers, Good gazement, have sustained losses by the erroneous 
ay, Sen intent, Star, Neptune and eleastus, all of which, having application of those decrees subsequent to that day. 
rding peen captured and brought into port for having con- ' The government of France, having once entered 
a but iyavened those decrees, were acquitted and reieased into that engagement, became responsivle for its 
ed or in consequence of their revocation. Whether, be- faithful and complete execution. The solemn pro- 
; and sides the Dolly and the Telegraph, here might not be; mise was made the 5th of August, 1810, and it be- 
hem, some other case which remaiacd undecided in April, came irrevocable, provided the condition attached to 
hich, i814, I cannot positively assert. There is none within it was fulfilled. In postponing the execution till the 
nt to my knowledge. ; Ist of November, an epoch fixed by the French go- 
ures It is materia] to add, that all the ‘vesseis which i vernment itself, time was taken, sufficient, in its own 
‘ican have mentioned, were released before tic 8th ef May, opinion, to give the necessary orders, and to ensure 
thei; 1812, the day on which the decree of the 28th April, ' the performance of the promise. It became the duty 
1911, is stated, by the council of state, to have been | of that government to give instructions to that effect 
tiers published in the Moniteur. And your excellency may | to their tribunals and officers; and they are bound to 
y ap- have perceived that, in the preceding statement of indemnify, if, through neglect, or any other cause, 
s the facts, Lhave not alluded to that deeree. Indeed, if} some of their naval officers were not duly instructed, 
the council of state, instead of suggesting that the re- and American citizens have suffered any injury on 
itish vocation of the Berlin and Milan decrees was unknown | that account. The condition annexed to the revoca- 
d by ‘ihe minister of the United States, at the time when tion, as announced on the 5th of August, 1810, was 
had he wrote his letter of the 12th of March, 1812, had | only that the United States should act in conformity 
ary only said that he was unacquainted with the decree with the act of congress of the Ist of May preceding. 
) ie of the 28th April, 1811, T would, whilst shewing, asl) As there was, of course, the strongest probability 
ad- 7% have done, that his ignorance in that respect was irre-! that that condition would be fulfilled, and that the re- 
they levant to the question, have acknowledged the fact to vocation would, as in fact it did, take effect on tlie 
and be true. That decree was first communicated to him Ist of November following, orders ought to have been 
pap. on the 10th of May, 1812, and did not reach the go-| immediately issued to prevent, after that day, any act 
by vernment of the United States till the 13th of July| violating the engagement. It may be added, without 
ISeS following, that is to say, one month after war had attaching much importance to the fact, that the pre- 
1ose been declared against England. It, therefore, had no} sident’s proclamation and the treasury circular, of the 
‘ase effect on any of their acts, or any part of their con-| 2nd November, 1810, were communicated by. Mr, 
luet. The compact was complete without it, and rest- |} Russel! to the duke of Cadore, on the 17th of Decem- 
ee ed on the official declarations of the minister of fo-| ber following; that is to say, eleven days prior to the 
(ter rejgn relatious, and on the execution of the engage-! sailing of the Medusa. 
ate meat on the partof the French government. In what) Jn the case of the Dolly and Telegraph, there are 
lan manner that government chose to announce the revo- | two distinct acts committed by the captains of the 
the ertion to its officers snd subjects, was immaterial to, French frigates—the capture of the American vessels, 
te the United States. Tie only point in which they|and afterwards their destruction. In all cases of 
ti were concerned was, thatthat revocation should, ac-' capture, the United States have a right to demand a 
Das cording to the engagement, be faithfully carried into | trial by a competenttribunal. According to the pre- 
de effect. And this is the reason why I thought it neces-! sent jurisprudence of France, that tribunal appears 
1O~ eessary to shew in what manner it was executed in| to be the committee of the council of state, known 
» Mrance. Why the publication of the decree of 28th} by the name of “Comite du contentieux.” The first 
ct- April, 1811, was delayed, is not known tu the U. States, | question they had to decide was, whether the cap- 
ast aud they have no interest in knowing it. The delay/| ture was legal or not. On that question there could 
cil cannot affect them, since their rights, founded on| not have been any hesitation. 
re compact, are independent of the decree, and would The series of the acts connected with the revoca- 
le- be precisely the same if it had never been enacted. | tion, the decree itself, of the 28th of April, 1811, all 
2- Had all these facts been brought within the view of| the former precedents, all the decisions of the coun- 
the council of state; had that body been aware that| cil of prizes, left not the smallest doubt that the Ber- 
ry the revocation of the Berlin and Milan decrees| lin and Milan decrees had ceased to have effect, on 
of had been the result of an engagement taken by the| the Ist of November, 1810, and that.any subsequent 
10 French government, on a condition which had been | capture, founded on those decrees, was illegal and 
on faithfully fulfilled by that of the United States; had/null. Indeed, there would have been no difficulty, 
rn they been informed that it was thus considered by the | if the captains of the frigates, ignorant of the revoca- 
t, former government of France, and that every deci-| tion, had only captured the Dolly and Telegraph and 
0 sion which had heretofore taken place in rejation to} sent them into port for adjudication. Those two 
American vessels, was consistent with the principle] vessels would have been acquitted and restored, as 
c that those decrees had ceased to have effect with re- | were all the other American vessels that were brought 
n spect to American commerce, from the Ist of Novem-| into French ports, under similar circumstances. In- 
\- bar, 1810; it isimpossible to suppose that the presum-| stead of pursuing this course, the French.captains 
i- cd ignorance of that revocation, on the part of the| plundered and burnt the ships. This actrenders the 
- captains of two Freneh frigates, could have been al-| restoration impracticable; but, the capture being 
@ leged as a reason why the owners of the Dolly and_| illegal, it does not, at least, release the French gc- 
‘ Telegraph should not be indemnified for the destruc- | vernment from its responsibility. A belligerant has 
' tion of their vessels and cargoes, more than one year | a right to capture, and, at his discretion, to destroy 
after that date. the vessels of the enemy. With respect to neutrals, 
) That ignorance on the part of the captains may be| he can only capture and send in for adjudication, the 
) accepted as a sufficient justification for every part of | vessels pursuing a trade contrary to the duties impos- 
2 their conduct, so far as respects their responsibility | ed, on neutrals, by the Jaw of nations. It is already 
f ‘awards their own government, if that government] sufficiently hard on them that the decision should be 
} ‘hinks it proper. That isa point in which the United | made by a tribunal of the belligerant power. Bnt 
} States have noconcern. But that circumstance can-| the benefit of such trial was never denied to them, 
} not release the government of France from their en- Inot cyen by the Berlin and Milan decrees.” Those 
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decrees declared, in violation of the law of nations, | of foreign affairs, and have the honor to enclose the 


neutral vessels liable to capture and condemnation 
for pursing a legitimate commerce; but they did not 
change the course of proceedings with respect to the 
mode of decision. A trial and condemnation, by a 
competent tribunal, were still necessary. Navy offi- 
cers, by the Jaw of mations, never are, and even by 
those decrees were not, authorized, in any case, to 
burn at sea the vessels of a nation at peace. Such an 
actis a wanton outrage, wholly unjustifiable, and for 
which, if at any time committed, even under a plea 
of nécessity, the nation is always responsible. The 
most aggravating circumstance of the whole case can- 
hot, in any view of the subject, be adduced as a rea- 
son to defeat the right of the parties to an indemnity. 
That indemnity is equally due by the government of 
France; that government is equally responsible for 
the outrage committed by the officers of its navy, whe- 
ther the act be owing to neglect, in not issuing in 
time the necessary orders, to improper or unauthoriz- 
ed conduct on the part of the officers, or to any other 
cause. 

Having laid before your excellency what, I trust, 
will be considered a conclusive statement of facts, it 
grieves me to be compelled to say, that the decision 
of the council of state, of the 19th of December last, 
is the first positive act by which the government of 
France seems to have considered itself as released 
from the solemn obligation contracted with the 
United States, “‘That the Berlin and Milan decrees 
were to cease to have effect, after the first of Novem- 
ber, 1810.” And it has afforded me great relief to 
find, on the face of that ordinance, irrefragable proofs 
that it must be ascribed to an unintentional error, 
arising from the council not having been put in pos- 
session of all the material facts connected with the 
case. 

I apply, therefore, to your excellency, with perfect 
confidence in the justice of his majesty’s government, 
and have the honor to request,1st, that you will be 
pleased to lay the subject before his majesty, in order 
that the ordinance of the 23d of December last, may 
be rescinded, and a revision of the affair ordered; 
2ndly, that, when brought again before the council of 
state, you will have the goodness to have all the facts 
relative to the revocation of the Berlin and Milan de- 
¢rees fairly laid before that body, in order that the 
owners of the Dolly and Telegraph may receive the 


indemnity justly due to them for such a wanton and | 


unjustifiable outrage as the destruction of their ves- 

sels and cargoes. 

. Accept, &c. _ ALBERT GALLATIN. 

* His excellency baron Pasquicr. 

No. 143. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Gallatin, envoy extraordina- 
«vy and minister plenipotentiary of the United States to 
- mce, to Mr. .Idams, secretary of state, dated 

Paris, 27th April, 1820. 
“Mr. Pasquier has also informed me that he had 
referred to the minister of justice my remonstrance, 
of the 15th of March last, against the decision of the 
couneil of state, in the case of the Dolly and Telegraph. 

This is a very unusual course in an affair, where our 

rights are founded on a positive agreement between 
the two countrics—an agreement entirely political, 

and in which the minister of foreign affairs was the 
organ of the French government.” 
No. 147. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Gallatin, envoy extraordina- 
ry and minister plenipotentiary of the United States to 
France, to Mr. Adams, secretary of state, dated 

Paris, June 9th, 1820. 

_ “Being yet’-without instructions, on the subject of 
our claizas for indemnity, I acquiesced in Mr. Parish’s 
wish to lay the Antwerp cases before the department 


copy of a letter which I wrote to Mr. Pasquier on that 
subject.” 


In duplicate of Mr. Gallatin’s No. 147. 
Paris, 9th May, 1820. 

Sir—I had the honor, on the 11th February, 1819, 
to transmit to his excellency, general Dessolle, a 
memorial of Mr. David Parish, to H. E. the minister 
of finances, relative to certain American vessels and 
cargoes, sequestered at Antwerp, in the beginning of 
the year 1807; and I now beg leave to transmit a new 
application of that gentleman, addressed to your ex- 
cellency. Permit me to add a few observations to 
those contained in those memorials, and in my letter 
of the 11th of February, 1819, to general Dessolle. 

The only extraordinary French decree in force, 
when those vessels arrived at Antwerp, was that of 
Berlin, dated the 21st November, 1806. Some of its 
enactments were unjust, and contrary to the law of 
nations; yet it made merchandise liable to confisca- 
ion, only in case of its being British property, or of the 
manufacture or produce of Great Britain, or her co- 
lonies. With respect to vessels coming from Eng- 
land, it was by that decree only declared that they 
should not be received in French ports; and such 
vessels were, with their cargoes, made liable to con- 
fiscation only in case they should have contravened 
that provision by means of a false declaration. It was 
not unti) the 17th December, 1807, that, by the still 
more arbitrary decree of Milan, neutral vessels, 
which might have been searched by an English ship, 
or sent to England, were declared to be denationaliz- 
ed, and good prize. 

The vessels in question were bound from the VU. 
States to France; but had, on their passage, been 
sent forcibly to England, and were afterwards re- 
leased. They do not seem to have come, in any 
shape, within the perview of the Berlin decree. But 
even if considercd, as coming from England, within 
the meaning of the act, as they had not concealed the 
fact by auy false declaration, the utmost penalty to 
which they were liable by that, or any other existing 
| decree, was not to be received in a French port. Their 
being, nevertheless, admitted and sequestered, instead 
of being sent off, was the act of the French govern- 
ment. They were detained, as will immediately be 
shown, only inorder to ascertain whether there was 
not some other contravention of the decree; whether 
the cargo, or some part of it, was not British property. 
Unless this can be established, or that they had made 
a false declaration, the simple fact of their having ar- 
rived at Antwerp from an English port, did not make 
them liable to confiscation. 

By an imperial decision, of the 2d July, 1808, the 
cargoes, being of a perishable nature, were ordered 
to be sold, and the proceeds to be placed as a deposite 
in the cassie d’amortissement; and an inquiry was di- 
rected to be made inorder to ascertain whether the 
property was not British. H. E. Baron Louis, to 
whom, as minister of finances, the memorial of Mr. 
Parish, above mentioned, had been addressed, wrote 
to him on the 22d of May, 1819, that the proceeds of 
the sales had been withdrawn, by superior orders, 
from the cassie d’amortissement, and paid into the pub- 
lic treasury; and he adds, that they were thereby de- 
finitively accquired by the state. He has commu- 
nicated neither the date nor the tenor of those or- 
ders. That he should have considered them as pre- 
cluding him, on his own authority and without the 
sanction of government, from ordering the money to 
be repaid to the American owners, may be under- 
stood; and it is presumed that this was his meaning. 
He cannot have intended either to pronounce on the 
merits of the case, or to maintain the untenable posi- 
tion, that the transmission of the money from one 
public chest to another could have effected the rights 
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of the parties. Its being expended for public pur. 
es instead of remaining as a depesite, is a proof 
of the wants of Bonaparte, but is not a decision on 
-he case. A definitive confiscation, even under the 
imperial regime, could only take place with the usual 
forms, and by virtue of a direct and positive act to 
that effect. All that was done by that govenment, 
with respect to this property, was the order of’sale, 
the order to place the proceeds in some public chest, 
and the inquiry relative to the ownership. No final 
decision, no condemnation, has ever taken place. 

It happens even that, with the exception of these 
vessels,and of four others, consigned to Mr. Ridgeway, 
the American consul at Antwerp, alf the other car- 
goes sequestered in that port, under similar circum- 
Mstances, were delivered to the owners, and that the 
onditional bonds they had given were returned to 
them. ‘The principle has thus been decided in favor 
of the claimants, and nothing remains but to apply it 
9 their special case. 

Having received special instructions from my go- 
‘ernment in regard to this claim, it is in its name 
that I beg leave to call your excellency’s attention to 
Vir. Parish’s memorial, and that | ask for that de- 
sision which justice requires, and which has been 

ut too long protracted. 

Your excellency will perceive, that this decision 
oes not depend on the question of the legality or ille- 
vality of the Berlin and Milan decrees, and that I have 
argued as if those acts had been valid. Although 
hey cannot certainly be admitted as such by the go- 
‘ernment of the United States, itis a question un- 
onnected with the present case, and which is re- 
erved for a future discussion. 

I request your excellency to accept the assurances, 
Ke. ALBERT GALLATIN. 

His excellency Baron Pasquier, 

minister of foreign affairs, &c. &c. &c. 


2xtract of a letter from Mr. Adams to Mr. Gallatin, dated 
Department of state, Washingion, 31st March, 1821. 
“Mr. Archibald Gracie has again solicited some 


special interposition of this government, to press that 


f France for an adjustment of his claim. He con- 


idered it as standing upon grounds so clear and in- 
ontrovertible, that the French government cannot 
Itimately resist the equitable obligation of providing 


or it. 


The government of the United States cannot un- 


fertake to discriminate between the comparative 
merits of the claims of their citizens upon the govern- 
ment of France. 























ould pave the way for it in all others. 


ected that you will of course decline it.” 


Mr. Adams to Mr. Gallatin, 
Department of state, Washington, 29th June, 1821. 


it asks justice for them all; it asks 
ho more than justice for any. More than two years 
ince, the claims of Mr. Gracie, and all the Antwerp 
ases, were recommended to your special attention, 
n the presumption that, standing on ground peculiar- 
y imposing on the French government, it weuld not 
e able to resist them, and that success in those cases 
It is in this 
iew, thatis, by pressing this, and the Antwerp cases 
enerally, the other cases would not only not be in- 
red, but benefitted, that your attention to them is, 
uggested. The force of example, added to the other 
owerful considerations in their favor, might do much. 
but that is left altogether to your judgment, aided as 
ou are by all the lights belonging to the subject; and, 
hless you shall be satistied that the proposed pres- 
ure will have the good effect contemplated, it is ex- 


Sir: | have the honor of enclosing, herewith, a copy 
f a letter received at this department some time 
nee, from Mr. Connel, as agent for sundry insur- 


ont aan 


you to theletter which I lately wrote you concerning - 
the case of Mr. Gracie’s claim. These gentlemen ap- — 
pear to have received recent information, upon which 
‘they place some reliance, indicating, on the part of the 
French government, a disposition mote favorable te 
claimants upon their justice, than had beeb previously 
manifested. Should any prospect of that nature be 
perceived by you, your own disposition to make it 
available for the benefit of the sufferers, will, itself, 
serve the purpose of a standing instruction. a 
Iam, with great respect, sir, your very humble 


and obedient servant, 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


No. 193. 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Gallatin, envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary of the United States to 
France, to Mr. Adams, secretary of state, dated. 
Parts, Notembcr 15, 1821. 
_ “Mr. de la Grange, the lawyer generally employed 
in American cases, having requested me to transmit: 
to the minister of foreign affairs a copy of his memoir 
in the appeal of Richard Faxon, now pending before 
the council of state, for indemnity on account of a 
seizure made at Santander, inthe year 1812, I addres- 
sed to Mr. Pasquier, on the $lstultimo, a note on the 
subject, copy of which, as well as of the said memoir, 
I have the honor to enclose.. You will perceive, that 
I took that opportunity of reminding the minister of 
the case of the ‘Dolly’ and ‘Telegraph,’ on which it 
does not seem that the minister of justice has yct 
made any report.” 


{ To be continued. } 
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 
Massachusetts. 

The following are the names of the gentlemen elect- 
ed electors in Massachusetts—William Gray, Levi 
Kittridge, John Endicott, Thomas Weston, Edmund 
Lincoln, Thos. L. Winthrop, Nathaniel Silsbee, Joseph 
Cushing, Jonathan Davis, Cornelius Grinnell, Angus 
tus Tower, Hezekiah Barnard, Wm. Walker, Oliver 
Smith, and Enos Foot. | 
The whole number of votes returned, in Massachu- 
setts, are 37,289; of this number, the Adams ticket 
received 30,687; and the unpiedged ticket 6,616. Siz 
towns made no returns; siz towns made their returns 
too late, and five were rejected for informality. 

New- Hampshire. 
The following are the names of the gentlemen elect- 
ed, (without opposition), electors of president of the 
United States—Messrs. Josiah Bartlett, Abel Parker, 
William Fisk, Hall Burgin, William Badgér, Satiued 
Quarles, Caleb Keith and Moses White. 


Conneclicut. . ‘i 
The following are the electors elecicd in this. state 
—Oliver Wolcott, Lemuel White, Rufus [Hitchcock, 
Moses Warren, David Hill, David Keyes, John Swa- 
thel, and Calvin Willey. 


New- York. 

It would occupy much time and room to detail the 
various proceedings had in the legislature of News 
York, in relation to the appointment of electors of 
president and vice-president—and matters which are 
highly interesting to the readers of a dvily newspaper, 
as articles of intelligence, become stale, if not somte 
times a]together useless, for record, ina work like 
this—but a brief account of what has happened shail 
be given; after remarking that it is the practice in 
this state, in cases of joint ballots, for eack house to 
agree on the nomination of a person or persons to be 
voted for—if both houses agree in such nomination, 
the joint meeting has nothing more to do then to 
ratify it; but, if the houses differ, a majority of the 





French government; upon which { woud refe 


nce companies in Philadelphia, having claims upon 


| whole number of members present in joint meectung. 
r) setties the question. 
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On the 10th instant, the senate agreed on the nomi- 
nation of a ticket favorable to the election of Mr. 
Crawford.’ The votes were 17 for Crawford, 7 for 
Adams and 7 for Clay. The resuit was communicat- 
ed to the house of assembly. 

On the 10th, 11th and 12th.,the house ballotied to. 
make a nomination—the results, with only the varia-_ 
tion of one vote, were—for the Adams ticket 50, 
Crawford 43, Clay 32. In one instance, the tickct 
favorable to general Jackson had one vote. This. 
proves that the strength of parties, in joint ballot, 
would have stood thus:--for Mr. Crawford 60, Mr. 
Adams 57, Mr. Clay $2; and, by adding the vote given 
to gen. Jackson, would shew that the whole number of 
members then presentand voting was 150—necessary 
toa choice 76. | 

After the ballot on the 12th, some friends of Mr... 
Crawford avowed a determination to force the Clay 
ticket out of the house, by voting for that favorable to. 
Mr. Adams, that the nominations might be got into 
joint meeting, in which they declared, however, that 
they should vote for Mr. Crawford. This produced 
much excitement, and charges of inconsistency were 
pretty freely made—and the prominent friends of Mr. 
Clay openly declared that, if used in this uncourteous | 
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mode of coming together again. The speaker [of the 
assembly] said he would not assume the authority 
of adjourning the joint meeting—at last, a motion to 
= — the assembly was carried, 58 to 55, at 5 o’clock 

After the senate had retired to their chamber, Mr. 
Wheeler offered a resolution, declaring that 31 elec- 
tors had been chosen, which was laid on the table, 
and the senate adjourned. 

From the preceding sketch, it may easily be appre- 
hended that much warmth and feeling was exhibited, 
and the ‘Argus’? complains of the ‘disgraceful seenes 
re-enacted in the gallery,’ which, with the lobbies, 
was filled almost to suffocation, and the people gave 
vent to their feelings when the president, several 
times, refused to put a motion regularly offered. He 
was severely denounced by many of the members—. 
confusion and tumult followed—after much passion, 
he abandoned the chair, and called upon the senate 
to leave the joint meeting—and the “seventeen” 
obeyed the mandate. It is probable that such sights 
were never before seen in a legislative body in the 
United States. An account of them shail be inserted 
at length, when received. 

As the house of assembly evidently has the power, 


and rude manner, they would vote for the Adams jt will, no doubt, be insisted on, that the 25 Adams 


ti¢ket. The proposition also appears to have offended | 
some of Mr. Crawford’s friends, and one gentleman. 
frankly proclaimed his determination to abandon hin, | 
because of the conduct of hissupporters, The house’ 
appears to have adjourned this day in a high state of 
excitement. 

On Saturday, the 13th, a Jackson ticket was, for, 
the first time, taken up. It received 25 votes. No} 
choice; and the project of nominating by resolution | 
was resorted to. Some friends of Mr.Clay now joined 
those of Mr. Adams, and the Adams ticket was nomi- 
“nated on the part of the house. On the instant this) 


electors are chosen, and that there are only four mere 
to be elected. And Mr. Wheeler’s motion in the se- 
nate, (he being one of the most decided friends of 
Mr. Crawford), goes to shew that the senate will, 
probably, agree thereto. The fact is said to be settled, 
that Mr. Crawford will not receive one vote from 
New-York. We shall see. There is no calculation on 
what may have happened at Albany. 

To exclude the blank votes from the count, as to the 
whole number, the case that occurred in the contested 
election between Jefferson and Burr, is aptly referred 
to. On that oceasion, a Burrite from Vermont, and 


was determined, the fact was (unoflicially) made} four Burrites from Maryland, (which states were 


Known to some of the senators, and that body hastened 


equally divided), put in blank votes, and yet the votes 


to adjourn, and had just risen from their seats when) of those states were counted for Mr. Jeffersen, and he 
the clerk of the assembly presented himself with the! was elected thereby. 


resolution. 


“The report is that the Adams ticket will receive 


the 36 votes—-but the fact is evident that neither of the | 


great parties are confident of succcss. 


Saturday morning, 2 o'clock. By the Eastern mai! 
received this morning, we have positive information 
| that the resolution of Mr. Wheeler, of the senate, was 


We shall,; taken up and adopted. After which the two houses 


probably, have sqmething to add to the preceding. | again met in joint ballot, and made choice of the four 


Monday, the 15th. Both branches of the legislature 


electors remaining to complcte the list. The result 


5 


metin joint mecting—the speaker of the senate in! was, that the three members who voted the blank bal- 


the chair. 


were given, three of which were blank, and the re-' ford electors were chosen 


On the ballot, it appeared that 157 votes: 


| lots, supported the Crawford ticket, and four Craw- 
The vote of the state wil! 


sult was as follows: Seven gentiemen on the “Craw- | therefore be as follows: Adams 25, Clay 7, Crawford 4. 


ford ticket” received 95 votes* and were elected—and 


New Jersey. 


twenty-five gentlemen on the ‘‘Adams ticket” received; The return of the votes is given as follows, and 
73 voteseach. The president of the senate was of) said to be official—except thatit is said not to include 
opinion that the latter number was not a majority of Cape May county, which had a majority of 150 votes 
the whole, counting the three blanks. A long and, for Mr. Adams. 


warm debate followed, and the question was argued | For the Jackson ticket 9215 
by Messrs. Ogden, Tallmadge, Wheaton and others} Adams 8119 
en one side, and by Messrs. Sudam, Wrightand Flagg | ‘‘Convention”’ 1198 


en the other. The president of the senate thought! On the “convention” ticket were five names that 
the houses ought to separate, that, in theirrespective | were also on the verular Jackson ticket—the other 
capacities, they might take up the report of the pro-! three received 1198 votes, which shews thestrength of 
ceedings. Motions were unsuccessfully rade for a se- | Mr. Crawford’s friends in the state; the five, being on 


eond ballot. A resolution was offered declaring that 
thirty-two electors were chosen—this was pronounc- 
ed to be contrary tousage. After a sharp debate, the 
president of the senate, aceompanied by a quorum of 
that body, leftthe assembly chamber, withowt any adjourn- 
ment cf the joint meeting. It was then proposed thatthe 
joint mecting should adjourn, as these was no other 

*The regular “Crawford ticket” had 76 votes—the 
seven who obtained 95 votes are the friends of Mr. 
Clay, and as such were originally placed on it to iu- 
duce his supporters in the legistature to vote for the 
whole ticket. 





_ both tickets, had upwards of 10,000 votes. 
Pennsylvania. 

Election returns—for the Jackson ticket 35,893; 
Adams 5,405; Crawford 4,186; Clay 1,701. This is 
given as the official amount. The election was a small 
one, it being universally admitted that Jackson would 
get the voteofthestate. At the late election of g0- 
vernor, more than 150,000 ballots were received ; 
now, only 47,185. 

Delaware. 

We stopped the press last week to alter the report 
concerning the result of the election in this state; 
but, as many papers had been worked off and were 
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on their way to the subscribers, before the alteration | 
oyas made, it may be necessary briefly to state the re- | 
sult. 

; The legislature met at Dover on Monday the 8th 
instant, for the purpose of appointing electors. Af- 
ter nomination, the ballot stood as follows: 

For Isaac Tunne}l i5 For John Gorden 8 
H. M. Ridgely 8 J.G. Rowland 21) 
Daniel Rodney = 10 Kensey Johns 10 
John Caldwell = 135 Purnall Tindall 2 

_ Robert Young 5 W.D. Waples 

There were thirty members present. Mr. Rowland | 
was, unquestionably, elected. Messrs. Tunnel! and 
caldwell had 15 votes each, or exactly one haif of 
ihe whole. The speaker of the senate, who presided | 
in the joint meeting, declared there was an equal divi- | 
ion, and gave his additional casting vote to dispose of | 
it. He then declared Mesgsrs. Rowland, Tunnell and | 
Caldwell duly elected, and ordered the certificates to | 
be made out accordingly. 

It appears that the law provides “that, if an equal | 
division of ballots shajl appear for two or more per-} 
-ons, not being elected by a majority of the votes, the 
speaker of the senate shall have an additional casting 
vote.” Jt is under this provision that the speaker 
acted. We must presume it was not meant to meet 
a case like this, and that it ought not to have been 
applied until some two or more persons really had an 
equal and opposing vote, as prescribed. <A protest, 
which has not reached us), has been signed on the 
vecasion; but we know not by what means the error 
can be corrected, admitting that one has been com- 
mitted, as it seems evident that there was. 

Mr. Rowland is the friend of Mr. Adams,and Messrs. 
‘unnell and Caldwell are expected to vote for Mr. 
*rawford, though the latter was first said to be 
triendly to Mr. Clay. The proceeding has caused 
much feeling in this little state. 

Maryland. 

We have the returns of the 2nd district, in which 
{wo opposing candidates were offered for Mr. Adams. 
Phe votes were as follows: 








Jackson. Adams. Crawford. 
Cross & Kilgour, 
Calvert county 83 230 255 39 
Prineé Georges 263 180 77 256 
Partof Montgomery 182 105 171: 102 








628 515 503 397 

So the Jackson ticket was clected, as before stated. 

Virginia. 

The returns from 93 counties and towns give the 
following results—for the Crawford ticket 7675; 
Adams do. 3032; Jackson do. 2798; Clay do. 411. 
Kleven counties remained to be officially heard from. 
The whole number of votes given, officially and unofli- 
cially known, was 13,936—there is supposed to be 
49,000 freeholders the state. 

The governor has issued his proclamation declar- 
ing the election of the following gentlemen, as elec- 
tors of president and vice president of the U. S. 

William ©. Holt, of Norfolk county; Doct. Charles 
tl. Graves, of Surry; John Cargill, of Sussex; gen. 
Wm. UU. Brodnax, of Greensville; gen. John Purnall, 
of Prince Edward; Dr. James Jones, of Nottoway; 
major Charies Yaneey, of Buckingham; Col. Joseph 
Martin, of Henry; Col. Thomas M. Randolph, of Al- 
bemarle; Judge W. Brockenbrough, of Richmond 
city; John T. Lomax, of Fredericksburg; Col. Wil- 
liam Jones, of Gloucester; Robert Shield, sen. of 
York; Col. Ellison Currie, of Lancaster; Robert Tay- 
tor, of Orange; Isaac Foster, of Fauquier; Daniel 
Morgan, of Jefferson; Wm. Armstrong, of Hamp- 
shire; Archibald Rutherford, of Rockingham; John 
Boyer, of Rockbridge; James Hoge, of Montgomery; 


en 
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North Carolina. 
Afew of the returns have reached us, as f ollows—— 
People’s ticket.* Caucts ticket. 


Elizabeth City 204. : 13 
Fayetteville 351 124 
Raleigh 206 101 
Warrenton 42 203 
Cumberland county 565f 165 
Georgia. | 
The legislature of this state have appointed the 
1} electors of president and vice-president. The ballot 
stood thus— 
For the Crawford ticket 121 
Jackson do. 45 
Majority 76 


The gentlemen chosen are—E£lias Beall, of Mon- 
roe; Thomas Cumming, of Richmond; John Floyd, 
of Camden; John Harden, of Twiggs; Warren Jour- 
dan, of Jones; William Matthews, of Jackson; John 
Mcintosh, of McIntosh; John Rutherford, of Bald- 
win; William Terrill, of Hancock. 

By the official returns of the votes on the subject of 
the choice of electors of president and vice-president 
of the United States, they stand as follows: 

In favor of electing by the people, 19,999—in favog 
of electing by the legislature, $,199—7,777 did not 
vote oneither side. 


Ohio. ; 
We have no certain accounts of the result of the 
election in this state, though a report is afloat, on 
what authority we know not, that the Jackson ticket 
has succeeded by a majority of about 100 votes. But 
the latest returns that we have are as follows: Jackson 
17,293, Clay 15,715, Adams 10,510. We do not pre- 
tend to vouch for the correctness of these aggregates. 


Missouri. 

A northern paper says—This state is likely to lose 
her three electoral votes, on the presidential question, 
in eonsequence of an oversight in framing the law for 
their election. The governor, some time since, is- 
sued his proclamation for the purpose of remedying 
this defect: but it now appears this proceeding is 
void, and of course that the three votes of this state, 
on that important and highly interesting question, 
must be lost. 

5(_}°This cannot be the fact—for we see it notic- 
ed in a St. Louis paper of the 22d ultimo, that the 
election was to take place ‘‘on the first Monday of 
November,” and the names of the candidates were 
published. 





New York. The returns have not reached us com- 
plete; but we are told that the majority for Mr. Clin- 
ton may be put down at 17,000—or ‘one thousand for 
each of the immortal seventeen senators who voted 
against the electoral law;” and this is said to be the 
greatest majority ever before obtained at a contested 
election for governor, in this state. Gen. Tallmadge ° 
is chosen lieut. governor, in the place of gen. Root, 
by a yet much larger majority. At Lyons, in Wayne’ 
county, he received 677 votes, and his opponent siz. 

The legislature of the state is composed of 32 sena- 
tors and 128 members of assembly. The first is 
elected by classes, eight every year; of the eight -ust 
chosen, seven were opposed to the late “regency; 
and of the assembly, it is stated, that between 80 and 
90 of the members, (and one paper says between 90 
and 100) are *‘people’s men.”” A more severe defeat 
never was experienced by a political party. It al- 

*The “‘people’s ticket,” in many cases is indorsed 
‘*Adams” or “Jackson”’—and, in some instances, the 
number favorable to either is about the same—the 








Andrew Russell, of Washinzton; Joseph H. Samue! 
. ie] 5 Pp . Samueis 
#f Wood; William Marterty, of Randolph 






majority, however, is for “Jackson.” 
1312 andorsed Adams, 233 Jacksont 
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most amounts to annihilation. 
deed, resumed the sovereignty. ns 

A singular case has occurred at Albany. Mr. Cald- 
well, of New York, was summoned to appear before 
a committee of the assembly for examination, relative 
to the affair of the Chemical bank, incorporated last 
winter, the act for which is said to have been obtained 
by improper means. He attended at Albany, and, 
having consulted judge Spencer for advice, address- 
ed a letter to the speaker of the assembly, declining 
an examination, and containing some reflections on 
the legislature, after which he left Albany and went 
home. A secret session of the assembly was held, 
and the letter pronounced to be an indignity on the 
legislature. A messenger was sent off who arrested 
Mr. Caldwell a second time; and judge Spencer was 
also arrested, because it appeared that the letter sign- 
ed by Mr. C. and addressed by him to the speaker, 
was in the hand writing of that gentleman, not having 
been copied. It is possible this affair may terminate 
in the exposition of some curious but discreditable 
circumstances, if even the twentieth part of what has 


The people have, in- 


be found to be true. 


' In the assembly, on the 15th, the following letter 
was received and read— 
' Albany, November 15, 1824. 

Sim—Will you have the goodness to communicate 
the enclosed letter to the honorable the assembly, this 
morning. Yours, respectfully, 

A. SPENCER. 

Richard Goodell, speaker of the assembly. 

Albany, November 15, 1824. 

Sir—I have received acopy of a resolution of the 
honorable the assembly, requiring me to appear atthe 
bar of the house on Tuesday next, 12 o’ciock. The 
ground of this requisition would seem to be, thata 
communication from William J.Caldwell, to the chair- 
man of the committee appointed to inquire whether 
any unfair or corrupt means were used in obtaining 
the charter of the Chemical bank, was in my hand 
writing. , 

In drafting that letter, I acted as the counsel of Mr. 
Caldwell, and whilst I cannot consent to be held 
amenable to any tribunal for advice given in good 
faith to a clicnt, I am free to declare, that it was not 
my intention to charge or insinuate that the present 
house of assembly, or any of its members, were cor- 
rupt. If the house have inferred from the fact, that 
the letter presented to the chairman of the committee 
was in my hand writing, that I meant te go beyond the 
strict line of my duty as counsel, and embark person- 
ally in the question, they have formed an erroneous 
Opinion. lowe it to myself, as well as your honor- 
able house, to declare that I did not expect, or intend, 
that the letter which I drafted as counsel, would have 
been sent to the committee, or made public. I have 
therefore neither attended tv, or had any agency 
whatever in the publication of that letter; and I dis- 
claim all personal knowledge of the facts stated in it, 
as they were derived entirely from the information of 
my client. 

Ifeel myself incapable of offering a predetermined 
insult to any branch of the government, and none 
was intended on my part by the manner in which Mr. 
Caldweil’s views were committed to paper; and I 
must say that, in my judgment, I have not transcended 
the duties resulting trom my relation to Mr. Caldwell 
as his counsel. 

I trust this frank expianation will be deemed satis- 
factory to the house. 

Respecttully, your obed’t sery’t, 

| A. SPENCER. 

Richard Goodell, speaker of the assembly. 

After which, and many remarks being made on the 
subject, Mr. Spencer’s letter was pronounced satis- 





factory, and a motion to reseind the order for his ap-! 


— 


pearance was carried unanimously, or with only one 
dissenting voice. | 

50 °The following, from the Albany Daily Adver- 
tiser of the 15th inst. gives some account of the pro- 
ceedings, with a copy of Mr. Caldwell’s letter. 

On Friday, after the preliminary proceedings of 
the day, Mr. Tillotson, chairman of the committee 
appointed to investigate the charges of corruption in 
obtaining the charter of the Chemical bank, rose and 
informed the house that he had a communication to 
make, of such a nature that it might be proper to have 
the galleries and lobbies cleared previous to making 
it. After some consultation, a motion was made for 
the house to sit with closed doors, and carried. The 
injunction of secrecy has since been removed, and 
we learn, that the communication which Mr. Tillot- 
son had to make, was a letter from Wm. J. Caldwell, 
declining to appear before the committee. The letter 
— aspersions upon the character of the legis- 

ature. 

The sergeant at arms was despatched in pursuit of 
Mr. Caldwell, who had left the city, to bring him be- 
fore the bar of the house. 
the hand writing of judge Spencer, and he has been 
summoned to appear before the bar of the house, on 
Tuesday next, at 12 o’clock. ) 

The following preamble and resolutions were 
adopted by the house on Saturday. 

Whereas the chairman of the committee appointed 
to inquire whether any unfair or corrupt means were 
used in obtaining the charter of the Chemical bank, 
has received a communication from William J. Cald- 
well, in the words following: 

Albany, Nov. 11, 1824. 

**Gentlemen—I arrived in this city yesterday, in 
obedience to a summons from the chairman of the 
committee appointed by the house of assembly to in- 
vestigate the subject of the incorporation of the 
Chemical bank. Ihave ascertained, to my entire sa- 
tisfaction, that the committee have determined to ad- 
mit, as witnesses, the persons implicated as parties to 
the corrupt means made use of to procure the passage 
of the act incorporating that bank. Indeed, I am in- 
formed by the chairman that two of those persons 
have already been sworn as witnesses. If J appear 
before the committee, beyond all doubt my testimony 
will be at variance with that of some of the corrupt 
actors in that scene; and it will be essentially neces- 
sary, as well to the corroboration of my evidence, «s 
also to fix the charge on these corrupt actots, thaf 
witnesses should be summoned from remote parts of 
the state. Whenit is considered that the present le- 
gislature must adjourn in a few days, 1am decidedly 
of opinion, and in that fam confirmed by my counsel, 
were the committee disposed to make a thorough in- 
vestigation, the short space of time allowed for it wil! 
not admit cf such investigation. I will not disguise 
the fact, that public confidence in the purity of the 
present legislature is so impaired, that it is unfit, in 
the opinion not only of myself, but my counsel, that 
such an important inquiry should be conducted by 
them, or by any committee raised under their autho 
rity. When it is considered also, that several of the 
members of both houses are deeply implicated, public 
justice would be better promoted by deferring the 1n- 
vestigationgintil the meeting of the next legislature. 

lowe it to myself to add, that it is my fixed deter 
mination to prefer charges to the next house of as 
sembly, against several persons who have had a cor- 
rupt agency in procuring the passage of the act incor 
porating the Chemical bank; and whatever construc 
tion may be put on my declining to appear before 
your honorable committee, by those who are impli- 
cated, I beg you to believe, I shall not shrink from the 
responsibility I have assumed upon myself. 

Your obedt. servt. WiruraM J. CALpweLtl. 


Join C. Tillotson, esq. chairman of the committee.” 





The letter proved tobe in | 
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be forthwith served on the said Ambrose Spencer 
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Which communication is proved to be in the hand | 

iting of Ambrose Spencer: | | 
wyheretene. it is ordered, that the said Ambrdse 
Spencer attend at the bar of this house, on Tuesday 
next, at twelve o’clock, and that a copy of this order 








Finances or New York. The following is a tl 
flattering view of the financial affairs of this great, 
state. It will not be an easy thing to invest the sur-| 
plus money advantageously at this time, the canal | 
loans not yet being payable— | 

State of New York, Comptroller's office. 
To the honorable the gece of the state of New 
York. 

In the annual report of the comptroller in January 
jast, it was stated that, during this year, there would 
be about $373,000 of surplus, which would remain in | 
the treasury unemployed, unless some mode of in- 





vestment should be authorized by the legislature. | 
The anticipations then indulged have been more than 
realized. ‘The ordinary revenue of the state has 
already produced in the present year an income suf- 
ficient to meet the currentexpenses of the govern- 
ment, pay the 59,000 dollars due from the state to the 
bank of New York, and te accumulate a surplus of; 
209,000 dollars beyond any -ums that may be wanted) 
to satisfy the ordinary demands upon the treasury. 
To this surplus derived from the revenue, there has 
been added $262,091 46, which the bank of New 
York has required the state to take towards the debt 
due from thatinstitution. The condition of the trea- 
sury at this time will allow of the investment of 
450,000 dollars at least. This sum isso considerable 
in amount, that the comptroller has deemed it his 
duty to direct the attention of the legislature to it 
atthe present session, and respectfully to suggest 





that. some provision be made for its-investment. 
Wa. L. Marcy, Comptroller. 
Albany, November 10, 1824, 
VERMONT CIVIL List. The economy with which 
the government of that state is conducted, is surpris- 


Tne prates. The brig-Laura Ann, of New York, 
has been captured off the coast of Cuba by the pirates, 
who murdered all the crew except one, who conceal- 
ed himself below. After they had plundered the 
brig, they set fire to her and abandoned her—and the 
man who had secreted himself, then made his escape 
through the flames and swam to the shore. Several 
other vessels are mentioned as missing, the crews of 
which are supposed to have been all murdered. 

Norfolk, November 12. Captain Banks, of the 


| schooner Princess Ann, arrived at this port on Wed- 


nesday from Havana, whence she sailed on the Ist 
inst. was informed, just before his departye, that the 
Colombian private armed schooner La Zulma, had 
had an engagement off Point Yeacos, with two pirati- 
cal schooners, and after a severe conflict, succeeded 
in capturing one of them, and sinking the other.— 
Fifteen of the crew of the captured schooner were 


| found dead on the decks after the action; and all on 


board the one sunk, went down with her—not one 
was saved. The Colombians had ten men killed. 
There were two other schooners in company with 
them when firstdiscovered by the La Zulma, but they 
made off, and stood in towards the Jand. ) 
[The commander of the La Zulma has been very 
polite and kind in giving protection and convoy te 
many American vessels, and exceedingly active in 
harassing the Spaniards. Ile had made several 
prizes. } 
OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE. ; 
U. S. sehr. Porpoise, Matanzas, 24th Oct. 1824. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you, that, after 
leaving the convoy from Havana, I stretched in for 
this port, where I anchored on the evening of the 
18th. On inquiry, I was informed, no piracies had 
been recently committed in this vicinity. I, however, 
determined to despatch the boats secretly from the 
harbor, and examine the adjacent bays and inlets. 
On the night of the 19th, I placed them under com- 
mand of lieut. Hunter, and acting lieut. Johnson, 
with orders to examine about Point Yeacos, Sewappa 
bay, and Caimrioca, places long notorious as a retreat 


|for pirates. On the evening of the 22d, lieutenant 


ing. There is a free state, a distinct, independent, Hunter returned with a piratical schooner of one 


commonwealth, containing nearly 250,000 souls, de- 
frayingthe expenses of its government with 36,596 
dollars and 52 cents, and leaving a balance in its 
treasury, upon its whole income, which is $52,929 89, 
of $16,033 37. 





New UOrieans. We have aggregate lists of the 
deaths which occurred in this city, from the lst May 
to the Ist September, 1824, and an account of the 
diseases which caused them. The total deaths were 
744. 

Diseases—unknown 136; of bilious fever 44; ma- 
lignant 31; yellow 85—unknown (fever) 43; of other 
fevers designated, about 60; dysentary 61; consump- 
tion 51; teething 40; casualties 30; diarrha@a 19—all 
else under 15. 

Places of nativity—Canada 3; England 26; France 
32; Germany 14; Holland 5; Ireland 46; italy 4; 
Portugal 4; Prussia 1; Scotland 8; Spain 4; Sweden 
10; Switzerland 3; West Indies 9; Indians 1; color- 
ed persons, (free) 38; Negroes 169; New Hampshire 


carriage gun, one new American cutter, and two 
other boats; one, having three men cn board, he cap- 
tured in Sewappa bay; every appearance justified the 
suspicion of piracy. The persons informed licut. 
Hunter fheir vesée] had been taken by armed men, 
the boat they were in given in exchange, with a 
promise of returning in a few days, and restoring their 
vessel. The next day, off Camrioca, lieut. Hunter 
| discovered a suspicious schooner standing to sea, in 
chase of a vessel in sight—on his approach the scbr. 
tacked and made for the shore, closely pursued by 
the boats. The crew abandoned the vessel, and fled 
to the wood, where they were sought for in vain. 
She proved to be a pirate ‘mqunting one gun and 
small arms. From the number of nautical instru- 
ments, trunks of clothing, rigging and sails, with three 
sets of American colors, found on board, she must 
have robbed several vessels; from stains of blood on 
the cloths and other articles on board, I fear the un- 
fortunate persons to whom they belonged must have 





6; Vermont 4; Massachusetts 15; New York 24; New 
Jersey 3; Pennsylvania 28; Connecticut 3; Maryland 


at, 


Carolina 1; Louisiana 23—Total, 534. 
Of the whole number of deaths, (744) the places 
of nativity of 534 only are known. 
_—_ 
Tue Fisheries. The district attorney of Maine, 
itis said, has been commissioned to investigate the 
subject of the late captures of our frshermen by the 


pie » British gun brig Detterc}, 


been murdered—no papers were discovered which 
could lead to the name of the vessel or vessels cap- 


| tured; several articles of clothing were marked ‘“cap- 
15; Virginia 18; Kentucky 9; Ohio $; Tennessee 2;| tain Shaw”—a number with the initials “A. 5.” A 
Indiana 1; Mississippi 2; North Carolina 1; South) 


bag on board was Jettered “brig Morning Star’s let- 
ter bag;’’ one waistcoat contained in the pocket 2 
printed card, “Mrs. Loris’ boarding-house, Charles- 
ton, S. C.” and appeared to have been newly printed. 
A medicine chest on board was put up in New York 


{ have delivered the prisoners to the governor of 





Matanzas, and shall furnish him all the testimony in 
? . . . 

my power which can throw any light on their charac 

ter. The schoencr I sent out last night under com 


ee ay, Se A 





go ees 


i 


: 
: 
) 


<-> we 
2 ee ope ee 
- 


ee 


190 





NILES’ REGISTER—NOVEMBER 20, 1824—MISCELLANEOUS. 








mand of acting licut. Browne, in hopes of decoying 
Some of her former comrades. . 1 sail with convoy 
to-morrow; and, after joining the prize at sea, shall 
proceed to Thompson’s Island for supplies, and re- 
turn to the protection of commerce on this coast. 
I trust, sir, should the prize be sufficiently fortunate 
to meet with pirates, I shall have the pleasure to give 
a satisfactory account of them. 

I do myself the honor to enclose the correspon- 
dence relative to the capture of the vessels and pri- 
soners. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obe- | 
dient servant, Cu. W. SKIXNER. | 

To the hon. Samuel L. Southard, secretary of the navy. 

{copry. | 
To his excellency Don Cecelio Ayillor, governor of Ma- 
tanzas: 
U. S. schr. Porpoise, Matanzas, 23d Oct. 1824. 

I deliver to your excellency three men, captured | 
by a detachment of my boats, a few days since, un- 
der circumstances justifying a belief of their having 
committed piracy. An armed schooner was also 
captured, which the prisoners claim as their proper- 
ty, alleging, in explanation, that their vessel had been 
forcibly seized by armed men, and, in exchange, they 
had received from the pirate his vessel, with a pro-, 
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fcory. 
_U.S. sehr. Porpoise, pho Meta 24th Oct. 1824. 
To his excetlency Don Cecelio Ayillor, governor of Ma 
tanzas: ce 

Thad the honor to receive your excellency’s reply 
to my communication, in relation to the prisoners 
made by this vessel, and have delivered them 
agreeably to your wishes. The papers which I ne- 
glected to send, I have forwarded immediately, on 
discovering the omission. The clothes stained with 
blood, and many other articles, were in a condition so 
filthy, I caused them to be thrown intothe sea. For 
a corroboration of the testimony which you will re- 
ceive this day, I beg leave to refer your exccliency 
to the Spanish officer, and his interpreter, who came 
on board the moment of arrival, and to whom the 
articles alluded to were exhibited. 

I have the honor to be, your exceliency’s obedient 
servant, C. W. Skinner. 

“THE NATION’S GUEST.” 

We omitted in our last to mention that general La 
Fayette had visited Monticello, the residence of Mr. 
Jefferson. The meeting between these two patri- 
archs of the revolution is said to have been very afe 
fecting; they remained clasped in each others arms for 
several minutes, in speechlessemotion. On the 10th | 





mise to return in a few days and restore their origi- | inst. the general attended a dinner given by the 
nal property. Under this expectation they were/| citizens of Charlottsville, present at which were 
anxiously awaiting her arrival. Fortunately for hu-! Messrs. Jefferson, Madison,* &c. 

manity, my boats encountered her. From thequan-| After dinner, on giving a toast, Mr. Jefferson pre- 
tity of clothing, goods, and nautical instruments,} sented a paper, which, at his request, was read by 
found on board, she must have robbed several ves- | the president—containing a congratulatory address to 
sels, and from stains of blood on cloths, &c. most! their distinguished guest, who, (while he and the 
probably murdered the unfortunate people who fell! other American*statesmen had only held the nail, in 
into their hands. We found on board also, three sets. the cause of liberty), had so essentially contributed 
of American colors. These enormities call loudly: to clinch it. The particulars of whiéh will be civen 
for punishment. It affords me pleasure to deliver, hereafter. 

these people to your excellency, as 1 am well per-| The fellowing delicate and clegant toast was pres 
suaded, from your well known regard to justice,| posed by Mr. Madison: 

they will meet the punishment due their crimes. | “Liberty, which has virtue for its guest, and era- 

If your excellency will inform me when you will) titude for its feast.” 
receive them, they shall be landed under an escort. | In all the towns through which the general has 

I enclose to your excellency the papers found on} passed siuce his leaving Richmond, the same enthusi- 
board; and have the honor to be, respectfully, your _astic feelings have prevailed which characterized his 
excellency’s obedient servant, C. W. Skinner. | receptionin the other places mentioned in the Rezis- 

[copy.} : iter, and all have been anxious to testify their grati* 
The governor of Matanzas’ Answer. | tude and love. 

I have just received your statement of this day, re-| 
lative to the capture of a small vessel, whose crew} [jarrr. Theship Armata sailed from Paltimore on 
ran to the sea shore, suspected, with much reason, to) Monday last with about three hundred free people of 
be pirates, not only on account of their flight and/ color, who had accepted the offers of president Bo- 
equipment, but of some crimes committed by them. | yer to become citizens of Hayti. If those who have 
In consequence thereof, I will give my orders to re-| proceeded to that island continue to give good reports 
ceive, on the wharf, at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, the | of their reception and prospects, they will be followed 
three men which you captured, and that you promised} by tens of thousands. As yet, however, too great a 
to remit me. I hope that, to-morrow, between ten: proportion of the emigrants are males—and as, after 
and eleven, you will have the kindness to send to’ a sincere desire to benefit this degraded class of our 
this government the officer and marine guards that’ population, the chief consideration is a reduction of 
joined in the capture of the vessel, to hesr their re-| their numbers among us, it will naturally occur that 
spective informations, as the beginning of the sum-, the departure of one female is of more importance 
mary. I hope, also, that for their examination you! than thet of several males. It would be true policy, 
will please send the clothes stained with blood, and} in those who are zealous to keep the ecdlored popula 
other articles and arms, all of which will serve for! tion in check, to encourage, by all rightful means, the 
the inquiry or search, and which will be returned} emigration of girls of 15 and upwards. 
whenever you require it, after the matter is finished. | , | 

Inow put youin mind that the papers that you; Co1rompra—The senate and chamber of represénta- 
mentioned in your statement have not come to hand. ; tives, considering— 

I declare to you that your recommendable services! Ist. That the republic possesses throughout its 
tothe cause of humanity, and in favor of our com-, territories, salines sufficiently abundant and extensive 
mercial relations, will be worthy of praise to the! to supply salt, not merely for the population of the 
superior government. And for my part, I promise | country but also for the wants of others; eek 
you, with all the justice of the laws, and my firmness! 2ndly. That on this account the industry of the cit- 








to observe them, that I will contribute to the most to! zens ought to be encouraged, by stimulating them 
the extermination of those wicked men. 
Vith the greatest regard, fam, dear sir, yours, &e. 
Crcesio AyILion, 
7% the com. of the Ambrican schr. 6f war Porpoist. 
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I lave passed a decree absolutely prohibiting the im- 
portation of forcign salt, into any of the ports of the 


republic. 





Sparx. The condition of this country may be partly 
estimated from the following: 

The king of Spain issued, on the 16th of Septem- 
ver last, a circular to the captains gencral of the pro- 
yinees, urging them to employ their utmost efforts 
for the formation of royalist volunteer corps. The 
municipalities of the different towns of the kingdom, 
are also called upon to further this object. On the 
came day, the general of the police decreed that all 
persons, of whatever denomination, class or quality 
they may be, (the royalist volunteers excepted), who 
may have in their possession arms of any nature or 
kind, including stillettos, poniards, hunting knives or 
cutlasses, and ammunition of war, even to half a 
pound of gunpowder. are bound, within three days, to 
sive up such articles to the Intendants or Alcaids, 
upon pain of having disobeyed the government of the 
king, and of being punished as having made an attempt | 
arainst the public security. All those who have been 
militia men, or mountain chasseurs, and have formed 
part of the constitutional battalions called sacred, who, 
in pursuance of preceding decrees, have given up 
their arms, are bound within three days to produce 
the receipt of the surrender of their arms, or to prove 
by respectable witnesses that they have surrendered; 
in default of which they will be charged with disobe- 
dience, and tried before the tribunals, as retaining 
arms incontempt of the laws. Every individual who 
will denounce to the police the houses or other places 
where arms are concealed, shall reeeive a recom- 
pense in proportion to the number and importance of 
the arms found, and may reckon upon the support of 


the police. 





ALarmine piseasr, A London paper of Septem- 
ber 28, says—The inhabitants of Devonport, (former- 
lycalled Plymouth Dock) have been thrown into the 
greatest consternation, by the appearance of a conta- 
geous disease among the artificers in the dock-yard. 
Within the last fortnight several men, who had slight- 
ly bruised or aceidentally cut themselves in the pro- 
eress of their work, have become alarmingly ill, morti- 
fcation has ensued, and seven shipwrights and two 
sawyers have died. These melancholy events were, by 
many medical men, attributed to atmospherical influ- 
ence; but, to ascertain the probable cause, Dr. Bell,an 
eminent surgeon, opened the body of George Nichoul, 
a shipwright, who had died on the preceding day. In 
the course of the dissection, he unfortunately happen- 
ed to scratch one of his fingers, which passed unno- 
ticed at the time. But, on thatafternoon, he became 
alarmed, as, on examining the seratch, he feared he 
had imbibed some morbid matter. Shortly afterwards 
he felt a shivering come on him, and he was immedi- 
ately put to bed and bled. The best medical aid was 
administered, and the most rigid attention paid to his 
case; but in spite of all, the symptoms daily became | 
worse, and he died on the fourth day. It is feared | 
something in the nature of the plague has been re-| 
tained amongst the timber of some old vessels re- | 
cently broken up.” 








Fears Henotsm. 
de Bogota, was a woman whose husband, brothers, 
and sons, were deeply engaged in the patriot cause. 





triad.” ‘Kneel down, then, and take a mother’s bless~ 
ing. We women will go and receive the first fire, 
and over our bodies you will march and take yonder 
cannon, and save your country.’ She blessed her 
sons, and rushed by the foremost, and the day was 
theirs. From that day she held a captain’s pay and 
rank. But the royalists retook Santa Fe, and Juana 
Maria Pola was one of their first victims; she was led 
to the market place and shot.—Mrs. Grahem’s Journal 
of a residence in Chili. 

Licutninc. It is a remarkable fact, that when the 
lightning-rod of Messrs. Hoffman, Son & Pell’s store 
was struck on Friday, no shock was felt by any per- 
son within, although Mr. Hoffman and his son were 
standing at their desks near the corner of the building 
down which it passed—the former, about ten feet from 
the rod, and the latter not more than six. Mr. Hoff- 
man saw sparks fly by the window, in such a manner 
that he supposed the store was on fire; and this was 
the only indication he had of the passage of lightning, 
except a strong odour of sulphur, until he discovered 
the hole in the tin spout, where the sheet iron had 
been burst inward, and apparently half melted. 

[M. ¥. Daily Ad. 





FOREIGN NEWS. 
From London papers to the 6th October, received at 
New York. 

France. The London papers assert that a squadron 
left Brest about the first of September, consisting of 
one ship of the line, and a large number of frigates and 
smaller armed vessels, for the West India station, 
with 4000 troops on board; the object of which is best 
explained in the following letter, which they publish 
as having been received from Paris, for the accuracy 
of which, however, they do not pledge themselves: 

The following is the letter:—‘‘Soon after the dis- 
missal of the Haytian commissioners, sent to France 
to negotiate the acknowledgment of St. Domingo as 
an independent state, orders were given by the 
French government to prepare an expedition against 
the Island. Four thousand men, forming part of it, 
were ordered to Brest, and there embarked on the 
28th of August. The expedition then set sail to join 
admiral Duperre off Martinique, where an additional 
number of troops, collected for several months past, 
were to be taken on board, and the whole to proceed 
to St. Domingo. On arriving off the island, it was not 
intended to undertake any thing decisive in the first 
instance, which the smallness of the forces would not 
admit of, but to get possession of some strong places 
on the healthiest part of the coast, throw up additional 
fortifications, and then enter into negotiations with 
some of the chiefs, many of whom arc still attached 
tolrance. Should these fail, then strong reinforces 
ments would be sent from France and hostilities com- 
mence, whilst the feet would establish the strictest 
blockade before the principal ports of the island. 

‘Communication respecting this armament was, it 
is added, made several months ago to the British ca- 
dinet, which, actingupon the principle that erery na» 
tion has an undoubted right to attempt to recover her 
colonies, started noobjection. The journey ofacere 
tain lord (H1——by,) to Paris some months ago, it is 


even said, was not altogether unconnected with this 
Juana Maria Pola, of Santa Fe | object. 


“Spain, claiming part of Hispaniola, it is confidently 
asserted, will act in concert with France, and proba- 


When Santa Fe was taken from the royalists, after | bly extend her views to the Gulph of Mexico.” 


the barracks of the infantry and cavalry had been | 
seized, the patriots paused to collect numbers suffi- 
cient to attack the artillery; and then was that inter- 





; 


It ishardly probable, we should think, that solarge 
a fleet eould leave Brest secrétly, and the secret be 


kept for four or five weeks; and any attempt to re- 


val, when ‘the boldest held his breath for a time.” | cover Hayti, conditioned as it now is, is absurd in ths 
Juana Maria found her sons among the troops who; extreme. The feeble attempt to recover the island, 


were awaiting the rest. ‘What do you do here??| 
‘aid she, ‘L expect each moment to frght for Le Po-| 


cost Napoleon 25,000 men—and what was the power 
ofits people then, compared with what itis now? 
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The new king of France has done an act for which 
we thank him—he has taken off the censorship of the 
press. The dauphin, (late duke of Angouleme), ear- 
nestly supported its abolition in the council. 

Spain. The affairs of Spain still continue very un- 
settled. Arrests were daily making of persons sup- 
posed to have been engaged in the rebellion of St. 


Crug. A number of women, wives of the ex-deputies | 


of the cortes, have been ordered to quit the capital in 
twenty-four hours after the delivery of their pass- 
ports.: Misery.is;said to be at its height in Madrid; 
money scarce and in great demand by the govern- 
ment—the salaries of all the officers being four 
months in arrear. 

Private letters state that Ferdinand has declared to 
his council his determination never to acknowledge 
any portion of the loans made tothe cortes. He has 
also issued a decree laying a duty upon all goods that 
may be introduced into the kingdom by foreign con- 
suls—even such articles as are necessary for their 
own consumption. 

We understand that the authenticity of the instruc- 
tions from the superintendant general of the police 
of Spain to the officers of that establishment, ordering 
the extermination of all the constitutionalists, has been 
questioned, from an idea that so atrocious a docu- 
ment never could have been issued. We can assure 
our readers that it is perfectly genuine, and that we 
have the printed original in our possession.—.Vorn. 
Chronicte. 

Greece. Nothing new or important is mentioned— 
the little additional intelligence that is received main- 
ly goes to strengthen our belief in the truth of what 
has been asserted as to the late successes of the 
Greeks off Samos. It is said that only seventeen ves- 
sels of the Turkish fleet escaped, and that the admiral 
was killed, &c. 

Africa. The Ashantees were still pressing on the 
British at Cape Coast Castle. The garrison of the 
latter consisted of only about 300 Europeans, assisted, 
however, by a native force of about 5000 strong. A se- 
vere battle was fought in July, in which the British 
had 103 killed and 448 wounded—the force of the 
Ashantees was given at 15,000 men, commanded by 
the king in person, and it is said that he was defeated, 
inasmuch as the chief part of his troops had deserted 
or were withdrawn; and that no further danger was 
apprehended on the 22d of that month. 


Brazil. Pernambuco has been captured by the im- 
perial forces, after a good deal of hard fighting. The 
defeated force had retired to Olitda. 





CHRONICLE. 
The Wild.Cat. There is now very little doubt that 
the U. S, schooner Wild Cat, long missing, was lost 





,on her trip from Cuba to Thompson’s Island—proba- 


bly she went ashore near Carysford Reef, about which 
her arm chest, &c. have been found, and that every 
one on board perished. She was commanded by 
lieut. James FE. Legare, with acting Ji¢utenant L. M. 
Booth, midshipmen Thomas Glenn and Joseph Porter 
-—agunner’s mate, 5 scamen, 8 ordinary scamen, 2 
boys and 2 marines—total 22 persons. 


Naval court martial. Commodore Bainbridge ar- 
rived in New York on Saturday. We understand 
that he is to preside at a general court martial to be 


_ held atthe navy yard, Brook!yn, for the trial of lieut. 


Weaver, and several other officers of the navy. 

The following ollicers will compose the court— 
captains Jones, Warrington, Crane, Woolsey, Henley, 
Elliot, Reed, Chauncey, Liofiman, and Finch. 


Died, in Charleston, S. C. on the 29th ult. aged 66 
sears, Charles Pinckney, a distinguished citizen. 
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Died in Berks county, Pennsylvania, Michael Béar, 
aged 104 years, 8 months and 11 days. 

Finances of New Jersey. By the annual report of 
the treasurer of this state to the legislature, it appears 
that the balance in his hands, this year, is $13,553. 

Georgia. John McPherson Berrian and Thomas 
W. Cobb, have been elected senators of the United 
States, from this state. ‘The first for six years from 


the 3d of March next,in the placeof Mr. Elliott. 


whose period of service expires and who declined be- 
ing a candidate; and the last to supply the vacancy 
occasioned by the decease of Mr. Ware. Mr. Ber- 
rian had no opposition. Mr. Cobb received 85 yotes 
and Mr. Seaborn Jones 79. 

Kentucky. The capitol of this state, at Frankfort, 
was consumed by fire on the 4th inst. The flame 
was first observed near the cupola, which was soon 
wrapped by the destructive element, and the height 
of the building and the rapidity of the combustion 
almost instantly checked the faintest hope of arresting 
its progress, and all that was consumable was soon 
reduced to ashes. Some of the furniture, books, 
papers, &c. and a quantity of muskets, were destroy- 
ed. The public offices adjacent, were saved. The 
fire was accidental. 

The account says—This was among the finest edi- 
fices in the western country. Its dimentions—100 
feet front by 65 deep, with a correspondent height. 
It was built -1 1816, and cost about 30,000 dollars, 
chiefly raised by the voluntary contributions of the 
citizens of Frankfort and its vicinity. 

Ohio. Jeremiah Morrow has been re-elected go- 
vernor of the state of Ohio, by a respectable ma- 
jority. 

Iuinois. Morris Birbeck, esq. has been appointed 
secretary of state, by the governor of Illinois. 

New Orleans. A writer in the Louisiana Adverti- 
ser, complaining of the negligent manner in which 
interments are made in the protestant burying ground 
of that city, asserts, that, “‘after the late heavy falls of 
rain, there were from eigthteen to twenty inches of 
water on the surface of the ground, on which a great 
number of coffins were seen floating, and being agitated by 
the wind were driven in different directions, knocking 
against each other, and forming a deadly representation of 
a sham sea-fight. 

The cause of the Greeks. In the ship Triton, which 
sailed from Boston for Malta the 7th inst. several gen- 
tlemen went passengers, intending to offer their ser- 
vices to the Greeks, to aid them in their war of inde- 
pendence, bearing with them recommendations te 
that government. 

Cape Mesurado. The settlers at Cape Mesurado 
appear to be in a very prosperous condition: land 
has been apportioned to them, and a satisfactory 
system of government is adopted. The colonists have 
been much in want of medical aid, but only twelve 
have died siuce the 12th of March. The soil is said 
to be fertile, and well adapted to the culture of coffee, 
sugar, cotton, rice and indigo, &e. &e. -. 

The batture at New Orleans, which has long been 2 
bone of contention, lately sunk into the river and dis- 
appeared. It was immensely valuable, being in front 
of the business part of the city, 700 feet long, and 209 
wide. Three fourths of the wharf, front of Conti 
street was carried off. The whole of the batture to 
Canal street was expected to disappear in a few days. 
The water is now from 30 to 70 feet where the land 
was ten feet above low water. It is thought all idea 
of building wharves must be abandoned. 

4 dwarf. Mr. Stevens, the celebrated Americas 
dwarf, who is 21 years of age and weighs but thirty-four 
pounds, and of perfect symmetry, is playing the cha 
racter of Tom Thumb, &c. in the New York Park 
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